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Qa motion of Mr. 
Hampshire, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be discharged 
- from the further consideration of the petition of Voiney 
freneli and others, and that the same be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, who have the subject of said 
pertion under consideration. 


On motion of Mr. ANDERSON, it was 


Resolved, That the report of the Committee of Claims in 
the ease of Betty H. Beard be recommitted to that com- 
mittee, for the purpose of examining additional testimony. 
5 ’ . . 

Mr. JOFELINSON, of Louisiana, from the select 
committee to which had been referred the memo- 
riat of Duncan N. Hennen, complaining of the 
oficinl conduct of Philip K. Lawrence, judge of 
the eastern and western districts of Louisiana, 
made the following report: 

The seleet committee to which was referred the memo- 
ria! of Dunean N. Hennen, complaining of the official con- 
guct of Philip K. Lawrence, judge of the district court 
ofthe United States for the eastern and western districts 
of Louisiaua, report: ' 

That, in consequence of the evidence collected by them, 








in virtue of the powers with which they have been invest- | 


WILLIAMS, of New | 


| ‘The committee then took up the bill to author- 
| ize the election or appointment of certain officers 
| in the Territory of lowa, and for other purposes; 
| which was considered and laid aside. 
The next was the bill to amend the act estab- 
lishing the territorial government of Wisconsin, 
(limiting the tenure of the offices of Governor, 


|| secretary, marshal, and attorney to two years, 


ed by the House, and which is hereunto subjoined, they » 


are of opinion that Philip K. Lawrence, judge of the dis- 
trict court of the United States for the castern and western 
districts of Louisiana, be impeached for high misdemeanors 
in office. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD offered the following res- | 


olutions: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to in- 
form this House how the armies and troops engaged in pros- 
ecuting the Fiorida war have been furnished with supplies 
of flour, meal, corn, oats, hay, bacon, pork, and beef for 
the last two years, stating whether the supplies have been 
furnished by contract, in whole or in part, and the name or 


names of the contractors, and whether the contracts have | 


been let to the lowest bidder, or whether the supplies have 
been furnished, in whole or in part, by an agent or agents 


employed to make purchase ; and if so, the name or names || 


of the agents, and the sums allowed them as compensation 
for their services respectively,and whether the compensa 
tion by a gross sum by the month or year, or a percentage 
upon the amount of their purchases ; and if a percentage, 
its amount. 

Resolved further, That said Secretary inform the [House 
what is the highest price paid by the Government during 
the last two years for flour by the barrel; meal, corn, and 
oats by the bushel ; and bacon, pork, and beef by the pound 
or barrel; and hay by the one hundred pounds or ton, deliv- 
ered in the ports of Florida. 


Mr. U. (leave having been denied) moved a 
suspension of the rule for the purpose of consid- 


ering the resolutions at this time; which motion | 


was rejected, 

Mr. DUNCAN submitted the following reso- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies one day on the 
table. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to 
make out a statement of the sums of money which have 
heen paid as the expenses of the committee of investiga- 
tion, appointed by the House of Representatives during the 


| 
1 


session of 1835-37, of which the Hon. Henry A. Wise was , 


chairman; and also, the committee of investigation of the 


same session, ot which the Hon. James GaRLAND was || 


chairman, stating particularly the items of said expenses, 


the House. 


The States having been called through for res- 
olutions, the special order was taken up, being 
the consideration of 

TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 


On motion of Mr. BRONSON, all the bills 
were referred to the same Committee of the 


Whole, and the House resolved itself into a | 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Davee in the chair.) 

On motion of Mr. B. the committee took up 
the bills in the following order: 

A bill to define and establish the eastern bound- 
ary of the Territory of lowa; which was consid- 
ered and laid aside to be reported to the House. 

A bill to authorize the election or appointment 


of certain officers of the Territory of Iowa, and | 


for other purposes; which was also laid aside. 

A bill to provide for the erection of public 
buildings in the, Territory of Florida. 

After some remarks from Messrs. BOND, 
DOWNING, and BRONSON, 

Mr. BOND submitted a proviso that the 


of this law should not be held as binding the United | 


‘ates to any future appropriation; which was 
agreed to, and the bill and amendment ordered to 
reported. 
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i 
| 


| 


i 


it 


judges to four, &c.) 

Mr. ADAMS inquired the object of the pro- 
posed change. 

Mr. DOTY explained that it was to hold toa 
greater and more frequent accountability, and to 
assimilate the periods of service to those of sim- 
ilar officers in the States. 

Mr. ADAMS insisted that its effect would be 
to render the Governors more dependent on Ex- 
ecutive power and influence. Mr. A. moved to 
strike out the first section of the bill. 

Mr. BRONSON disclaimed any such intention 
on the part of the committee who reported the 
bill, and the inference was rather the reverse, or 
| at least to bring about a more direct responsibility 
| to the peopie among whom the officers resided. 
| Mr. POPE was unwilling to make any change 

in a system which had hitherto worked well 
enough, and no complaints had yet been heard 
of the Governor of Wisconsin. 

Mr. BRONSON could assure the committee 
that no intention existed to reach the existing 
_ Governor of Wisconsin, for the bill was so drafted 
/as to take effect only on the expiration of Gov- 
_ernor Dodge’s term. 

Mr. DOTY defended the provisions of the bill 
| with much earnestness, and showed the necessity 
of a change and a more frequent removal from 
| the negligence of some of the officers. 
| The amendment was disagreed to, and the bill 
| was laid aside. 
| Thenext wasshe bill to provide for the building 
of a pier on Lake Winnebago; which was con- 
| sidered and laid aside. 
| The bill making St. Joseph’s, Florida, a port 
| of entry, was also considered and ordered to be 
| reported. 
| ‘The bill for the relief of the Brotherton In- 
| dians, in the Territory of Wisconsin, was next 
| considered and ordered to be reported. 
| The bill to fix the salaries of the keepers of the 
| public archives in Florida, 
| Aftera brief diseussion between Messrs. BOND 
jand DOWNING, 

Mr. BOND moved to strike out the enacting 
| clause of the bill; which was lost. 

Mr. B. moved to strike out ** $750”’ and insért 
| ** $500” as the salary to be given. 

| Mr. BRONSON remarked that that was the 
present salary. 


| r . . 
| ‘The amendment was disagreed to; and the bill 
and to whom the same were paid, and report the same to | 


| laid aside to be reported. 

The bill to authorize the purchase of a law 
library for the Territory of Florida was next con- 
| sidered. 

The bill to authorize the construction of a road 
from Dubuque, in Iowa, to the boundary of Mis- 


|| souri, 


| Mr. CAMBRELENG inquired if his colleague 





| involved in these bills? 
| Mr. BRONSON had not yet; but would by to- 
| morrow morning. ‘The amounts, however, were 
| in all cases small. : 


Mr. MERCER moved an additional section, | 


containing several items for works of internal im- 

provements, both in the Territory and in some of 
the States; which was agreed to. 

The bill was then laid aside; and the commit- 

| tee took up the ‘ bill to authorize the construc- 


| tion of certain roads in the Territory of Wiscon- | 


| sin;’’? which was considered and agreed to. 
| The bill reported this morning by Mr. Evans, 


|| to provide for certain improvements in Florida, 
passage || was next considered. 

The bill to grant land to certain counties in | 
| Iowa for the construction of public buildings, was | 


also ordered to be re 
On motion of Mr. 


rted. 
VANS, the committee took 


had made an estimate of the amount of money | 
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up the bill to authorize the importation, free of 
duty, of the iron materials of certain iron ves- 
sels; and, after some discussion between Messrs. 
KEMBLE, EVANS, NAYLOR, and ADAMS, 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the bill did not 
fall within the special order. 

Mr. ADAMS appealed from that decision, on 
the ground thata portion of it had reference to 
the Territory of Florida—the second section. 

After a few further remarks from Mesers. 
DOWNING, LINCOLN, EVANS, BRON- 
SON, and CAMBRELENG, the bill was Jaid 
aside, to have the question decided in the House. 

The committee chen took up the “bill in rela- 
tion to the town of Southport, Wisconsin.” 

The question was on the substitute submitted 
by Mr. Dory, on Saturdey last, which he now 
moved. 

Mr. LINCOLN opposed the bill, and also the 
substitute, and moved that the bill be laid aside, 
not to be reported. 

Mr. DOTY earnestly advocated the bill, citing 
various acts of legislation by which Congress 
had absolutely donated the proceeds of the sales 
of town lots to the inhabitants thereof; whereas 
this bill only provided that the money should be 
paid into the Treasury, and laid out in the con- 
struction of the harbor of Southport, leaving the 
selection of the point, too, to the discretion of 
the Secretary of War. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. 
MERCER, DOTY, and LINCOLN, 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN the committee 
rose, and reported the bills passed in committee 
to the House, and progress on the others. 

Mr. ADAMS made an inguiry as to the bill 
ruled out of order by the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER remarked that it was not usual 
for the House to entertain questions of order be- 
fore committees, the latter deciding their own 
points. He suggested that the question could be 
settled in committee to-morrow. 


DESTRUCTION OF THE CAROLINE. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage of the President of the United States in re- 
lation to the demands made on the British Gov- 
ernment for satisfaction for the destruction of the 
Caroline, at Schlosser, in the United States. 

Mr. BRONSON moved to print ten thousand 
extra copies; which motion, being then objected 
to, lies over. 

On motion, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, February }2, 1839. 


Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee “on 
Claims, to which had been referred the following | 
bills, reported the same without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that they do not pass: 

Anact for the reliefof Dr. Francis Lambert; and 

An act for the relief of Sylvester Phelps and 


others. 


Mr. H. also, from the same committee, re- 


_ ported ‘an act for the relief of Joseph Jackson, 
| without amendment, and recommending its pas- 
| sage. 


i 


Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of 
the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Wis- 


| consin, praying that the title of the Menomonee 


| Indians to lands within that Territory may be ex- 


tinguished, asked to be discharged from the fur- 


|| ther consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 


Mr. S., from the same committee, to which the 


| bill for the relief of Milley Yates was recommit- 


i 
' 


ted, reported the same without amendment, and 
with a recommendation in favor of its passage. 

Mr. MERRICK, from theCommittee onClaims, 
to which was referred the bill for the relief of Mi- 
chael Fenwick, reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SWIFT, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which had been referred the act pro- 
viding for paying three companies of militia in 





: 
; 
| 
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the State of Indiana called into the service of the 
United States, reported the same with an amend- 
ment. 











Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- | 


ciary, to which was referred the following bills, 
reported the same without amendment: 

Anact to provide for the seulement of the claims 
of Walter Jones against the United States: and 

A bill to amend the act of March 3, 1837, en- 
titled ** An act supplementary to the act entitled 
an act to amend the judicial system of the Uni- 
ted States,”’ and for other purposes. 

Mr. W., from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill to alter the time for holding 
the fall term of the circuit court of the United 
States for the District of Michigan, reported the 
same with an amendment. 

Mr. W., from the same committee, to which 
was referred an act for the relief of Peyton Ran- 
dolph, reported the same without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the following bills, 
reported the same without amendment, and with 
a recommendation that they do not pass: 

An act for the relief of John England; 

An act for the relief of Samuel Hapten; 

An act for the relief of John Jacob Baugh; 

An act for the relief of Oliver Peck; 

An act for the relief of Elizabeth Durant; 

An act for the relief of the widow of Captain 
James Hunter; 

An act for the relief of Fielding Pratt; and 

An act for the relief of Elizabeth Jones and 
others. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were read a first and second time and 
referred to appropriate committees: 

An act for the relief of Griffith Coombe and 
John P. Ingle, trustees of the house in the city 
of Washington called the brick Capitol; 

An act to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to compromise claims of the United States 
against certain banks. 

An act for the relief of Cornelius Taylor; 

An act for the relief of Jamison & Williams; 

An act for the relief of James H. Grant, Moses 
W. Simpson, and Thruston Going; and 

A joint resolution requesting the President of 
the United States to present a gold medal to 
James Rumsey. 

PETITION. 


Mr. RIVES presented the petition of Sarah 
M. Gates, widow of Captain Lemuel Gates, and 
the petution of Jeremiah Fugitt; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 


RESOLUTION SUBMITTED. 
Mr. ALLEN, on leave, and in pursuance of 


notice given, introduced a joint resolution to au- 
thorize the Treasurer of the United States to issue 
certificates of deposit in lieu of others to be can- 
celed; which was read twice, and ordered to be 
printed. 

RESOLUTIONS. 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Tatumanece, was taken up, considered, 
and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General communicate to 
the Senate the number of removals of deputy postmasters 
since March 4, 1837, the names of the persons so removed, 
and the times when removed, the names of the *persons 
appointed to fill the vacancies, the names of the offices 
where such removals have been made, classifying the whole 
by States and Territories. 


_ ae por 
of 


The following resolution, also submitted yes- | 


terday by Mr. Tattmapce, was taken up: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War communicate to 


the Senate copies of all proposals for furnishing supplies | 


to the Indian department, and of all contracts entered into 
for the same, since the Ist of May last, and of all corre- 
spondence with the departmentin relation to said proposals 
and contracts; and whether any mode of procuring supplies 
has been adopted, other thin by advertising for proposals, 
and giving the contract to those offering the most favorable 
terms. 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, the resolution 
was amended by adding thereto the following 
words: 

And that he also inform the Senate what has been the 
result of the late attempts to revive the mode of supplying 
the Lndians %vilo goods by contract, and how far the gouds 
obtained by such contracts have been at fair prices, gourd 
quality, and surtable kind ; and that ail information iu pos- 
session of the departunent, or in its power wobtain without 





| delay, bearing on the price, quality, and fitness of the goods 


and also the comparative view of said contracts with the 


ONAL GLOBE. 


{] 


80 Obtained by contract, be communicated to the Senate; | 


purcheses of Indian goods previously made by the agents 


and officers of the Unite | States, 
The resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 


Mr. NORVELL submitted the following res- | 


olution; which lies over: 
Resolved, That the daily hour of the meeting of the Sen- 
ate shall be at eleven o’clock until otherwise ordered. 


Mr. ROBINSON submitted the following res- | 


olution; which was considered and adopted: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury communi- 

cate to the Senate if any, and what, banks in Illinois, since 

their resumpnon of specie paymentin May last, have applied 


to be made banks of deposit; and if any, the reasons why | 


not so made. 
INTERFERENCE IN ELECTIONS. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill to prevent the interference of Federal 
officers in elections, and the special order of the 
day; when 

Mr. RIVES addressed the Senate at length, 
and with much earnestness, against the report of 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and, in conclud- 


ing, stated his great disapprobation of the doc- | 


trines contained in the report of the Judiciary 
Committee, and said that the Senate owed it to 
itself to revoke the sanction it had given to it by 
printing an extra namber of copies of it. With 
this view, he submitted a set of resulutions con- 
demnatory of the report, and concluding with an 
amendinent to it. He-submitted to his friend 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Critrenpen,}] whether 
they could not both accomplish the object they 
had in view by adopting these resolutions in lieu 
of the bill,about which many gentlemen enter- 
tained constitutional scruples. 

Mr. R. then read the resolutions, and moved 
they be printed. , 


Mr. PIERCE desired to know in what charac- 


ter the gentleman’s resolutions were offered; 
whether they were moved as an independent prop- 
osition, or as an amendment to the bill. If the 
former, it was clearly not in order to receive 
them 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that it was always 
best to do one thing at a time. “The issue had 
heen fairly made by the Senator from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Crirrenven,] on his bill as introduced, and 
he intended, for one, at some convenient time, to 
give his sentiments with regard to it. Though 
he was disposed, on all occasions, to show every 
courtesy to his fellow members of the Senate, yet 
he was not disposed to permit the issue to be 
changed at this time. ‘The honorable Senator 
from Virginia could, atthe proper time to-morrow, 
bring forward his resolutions and have the sense 
of the Senate on them, and he should be very 
ready to consider them; but on this question he 
wanted the bill, the whole bill, and nothing but 
the bill. 

Mr. WALL complained of the unfair manner 
in which the Senator from Virginia had treated 
the report. It was plain to every man of common 
sense in the community that no such inference 
could be drawn from it as the one drawn by the 
Senator from Virginia. Thecommittee,(Mr. W. 


said,)in this report, was discussing the rights of 


citizens; and the Senator would not pretend to 
deny that officeholders were citizens? He begged 
leave to tell the Senator from Virginia that what- 
ever new lights he might now have, that the dis- 
tinction he had made was not to be found in the 
Constitution. What, sir! (said Mr. W.,) are the 
officers of this Government a distinct and sepa- 
rate class from the people? Are those whom the 


people have intrusted with the transaction of 


their business, aliens to them? Was this the 
Democracy that the Senator had lately acquired ? 
Mr. W. objected to having these resolutions at 
all connected with the report; and he considered 


that by so doing, it would be placing an unfair 


construction upon it. 
Mr. KING was much surprised that the Sen- 


ator from Virginia should think of introducing | 


these resolutions in connection with the report. 


The report (Mr. K. said) was not before the Sen- | 


ate, and could in no way be subject to amend- 


ment. [t was an answer to a bill, which bill was | 


now before the Senate in Committee of the Whole, 
and that, and that alone, was subject to amend- 
ment. 


from New Jersey, as to propose an amendment 


With the same propriety might the Sen- | 
ator propose to amend the speech of the Senator | 
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to the report. All parliamentary law was Against 
it. If the gentleman would bring forward his 
resolutions in a proper manner, and at a proper 
time, he would cheerfully give them every neces. 
sary consideration. But he hoped they would go 
on with the bill, unconnected with any matter 
foreign to it, and dispose of it as early as practi. 
cable, for he apprehended that the business of 
the country might suffer by a protracted discus. 
sion. 

Mr. RIVES asked of the Senator from Ala. 
bama, who was so well versed in parliamentary 
law, of which he professed to have but little know). 
edge, if it was not in his power to move to recom- 
mit the bill with instructions. 

Mr. KING said certainly the Senator could 
make that motion. 

Mr. RIVES said his object was to get his res. 


_olutions printed and before the Senate, and to 


have them adopted as an antidote to the report, 
He cared not how this was done, whether bya 
recommitment or otherwise. With regard to his 
Democracy, it was not as new as that of the Sey. 
ator from New Jersey, which, as he understood, 
went back only to 1812, while his he could trace 
back to 1798. He thought the gentleman ought 
to have followed him step by step in his argument 
commenting on this report, instead of complain- 
ing of the inferences drawn in one portion of it. 

Mr. CUTHBERT asked if he was to under- 
stand of the gentleman from Virginia that he pro- 
poses to recommit the bill with the report of the 
Judiciary Committee, for the purpose of having 
these resolutions reported distinct, without the 
bill? 

Mr. RIVES replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. CUTHBERT rejoined, that the gentleman 
then shrunk from the defense of the bill. A bil] 
(he said) had been introduced by the Senator from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Crirrenpen,} of a character 
which provoked the severest censures in this re- 
port. The gentleman, therefore, justified the 
report when he shrunk from the defense of the 
bill. 

Mr. RIVES said he did not undertake to de- 
cide the question as to the bill in its present shape. 
He proposed to recommit it with instructions to 
introduce ‘these resolutions, and also to make a 
report on the bill; so that he did not give up the 
principle contained in it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was understood to say 
that he preferred that the bill should not be re- 
committed at thistime. He wished the argument 
to go on, though he believed the Senator had an 
undoubted right to move its recommitment. 

Mr. RIVES observed that the Senator from 
Alabama [Mr. Kine] admitted that he had the 
right to move to recommit the bill, with instruc- 
tions to bring in these resolutions. 

Mr. KING said headmitted no such thing. He 
admitted neither more nor less than that it was 
in the power of the Senator to move to recommit 
the bill with instructions to amend the bill itself, 
and if the Senate chose to make the instructions 
positive, it could do it. But all parliamentary 
rules showed that the Senator could not move to 
recommit the bill, with instructions to amend the 
report of the committee that had been made on it, 
or to bring ina string of resolutions having the 
same object. 

Mr. RIVES observed that the Senate would see 
his object, and he was indifferent how it was ob- 
tained; all he wanted was to have the resolutions 
printed, so as to have them before the Senate, and 
to allow him to consider in what way he could 
best obtain the object he had in view in drafting 
them. 

The VICE PRESIDENT said the Senator 
could not introduce his resolutions while the 
subject under discussion yet remained undis- 
posed of, 

Mr. NORVELL observed that he desired to 
address the Senate on the subject of the bill, but 
as it was too late in the day for that object, and 
yet too early to adjourn, he would propose that 
the bill be passed over informally, and that they 
proceed to the consideration of the general orders. 

This was agreed to. 

Mr. RIVES then submitted the following res- 
olutions, and moved that they be printed; which 
was adopted: 


Whereas, “the constitutional remedy by the elective 
principle becomes nothing if it may be smothered by the 
enormous patronage of the General Goverument;” 30 
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whereas, also, “ freedom of election is essential tothe mu- || A. boil for the survey of certain rivers and roads 


tual independence of the State and Federal Governments, 
and of the different branches of the same Government so 
vitally cheri hed by American institutions ;”? Pheretore, 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the Senate, itis highly 
“improper for officers, depending on the Executive of the 
Union, to attempt to control or influence the free exercise 
of the elective right.” 

Resolved, also, That measures ought to be adopted by 
Congress. so far as their constitutional powers may extend, 
to restrain, by law, all interference of Federal officers with 
elections, otherwise than by giving their own vowes; and 
that the report of the Judiciary Committee be committed 
toa select committee, with instructions to new model it 
according to the principles declared in the foregoing pre- 
ainbie and resolutions, 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, February 12, 1839. 


Mr. C. SHEPARD, on leave, from the Com- 
mittee on the Territories, reported a bill making 
provision for the purchase and repair of court- 
houses in Florida. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG,, on leave, from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, reported a bill mak- 
ing appropriations for certain fortifications for the 
year 1839. 5 

Also, Senate bill, without amendment, to allow 
adrawback of duties on imported hemp, when 
manufactured into cordage, and exported. 

Mr. C. also reported a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, representing the condition 
of the Treasury to be such that certain payments 
could not be made without the immediate passage 
of the ** bill to amend an act to authorize the issu- 
ing of Treasury notes to meet the current ex- 
penses of Government, approved May 21, 1838.’’ 

The letter having been read at the Clerk’s table, 

Mr. C. said this bill had been reported on the 
&h of January, and was on its engrossment on 
the Speaker’s table. Mr. C. now asked the House 
to take itup. He added, as a reason for the mo- 
tion, that the Elouse would perceive, from the 
reading of the letter, that it was not in the power 
of the ‘Treasury to meet the drafts upon it, unless 
this bill, which was merely to extend this act 
from Junnary to May, was passed. 

Mr. BRONSON begged his colleague not to 
press that motion that day, to the hindrance of 
territorial business, but postpone his motion till 
to-morrow. One day would make but little dif- 
ference. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG could not withdraw the 
motion. 

Mr. BELL hoped the gentleman would not 
press itnow, but have the communication printed, 
so that they might have an opportunity of exam- 
ining it. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG yielded; and, on his mo- 
tion, Mr. Woodbury’s letter was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. CHAMBERS suggested to set aside the 
special order for the morning hour, to call the 
committees for reports, but it was objected to. 

The House then resumed the execution of the 
special order. 

TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 


The following bills reported yesterday, without 
amendment, were ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading: 

A bill to establish the boundary line of the 
Territory of lowa; 


A bill for the election or appointment of officers | 


in the Territory of lowa; 


A bill to amend the organic law of lowa and 
Wisconsin; 


A bill to amend the act establishing the Terri- 


torial Government of Wisconsin; 
Mr.GARLAND, of Louisiana, moved to strike 


out the provision in relation to the tenure of office 


of the officers; which, after some discussion be- 


tween Mr. G.and Mr. BRONSON, was disagreed 
to, 


A bill making an appropriation for the building | 
of piers at the northern extremity of Winnebago | 


lake; 


A bill to establish a port of entry at the St. Jo- 


seph’s bay, in Florida; 
_ A bill for the relief of the Brotherton Indians, 
in Wisconsin; 

A bill to fix the salary of the keepers of public 
archives in Florida; 


A bill making appropriation for the purchase | 


ofa law ee for the use of the Board of Com- | 
I 


missioners in Florida; 


| ment unanimously rejected. 


in Florida; 

A bill granting to the counties of Lee, Des 
Moines, Jackson, and Dubuque, land to aid in 
erecting public buildings; 

A bill for the erection of a state-house in Fio- 
rida; and 

A bill to authorize the construction of a road 
from Dubuque to some point in Missouri. 

The bill to provide for certain internal improve- 
ments in lowa was taken up, the question being 
on concurring with the Committee of the Whole 
in certain amendments. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, caused the fol- 
lowing one among them to be read. It had been 
moved yesterday by Mr. Mercer: 

For the survey and estimate of the cost of constructing 
a harbor on Lake Michigan contiguous to Indiana City, at 
the mouth of the Grand Calumet river, $500. 

Mr. G. begged leave to inquire where ‘ Indi- 
ana City”? was? 

Mr. MERCER said that Iowa was as much 
interested in the improvements of Lake Mich- 
igan as Wisconsin, or any of the coterminous 
States. 


Mr. GARLAND. But where is * Indiana) 


City ?’’ 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Iowa, said there was no 
such place, nor a Calumet river, in that ‘Terri- 
tory. 

After a somewhat confused discussion as to 
where this ** paper city’? was not, it came out 
that it was in the State of Indiana, at or near the 
extreme head, or south bend, of Lake Michigan. 

Mr. GARLAND thereupon moved to strike it 
out, and demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 


The amendment was further discussed at some | 


length; when, by gerftral consent, the call for the 
yeas and nays was withdrawn, and the amend- 
The other amend- 
ments were concurred in. 


The bill to authorize the construction of certain 


| improvements in Wisconsin. 


All the foregoing were ordered to be read the 
third time this day. 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON, the House then 
went into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Pickens in the chair.) 

The following bills were considered and or- 
dered to be reported, unless where otherwise 
stated: 

A bill making a donation of land for the erec- 
tion of public buildings in Iowa; 

A bill making an appropriation for the erection 
of a marine hospital in the city of St. Joseph, 
Florida; 

Mr. DOWNING moved to fill up the two 
blanks, one with $15,000 for the building, and 
the other with $1,000 for buoys. 

After a few words from Mr. PETRIKIN, the 
first motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CUSHMAN remarked that, as buoys for 
this point were provided for in another bill, he 
thought $500 guite sufficient. 
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lish a system of internal improvement in Wis- 
consin,”’ 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to strike out the enact- 
ing clause of the bill, for the reason that he was 
convinced Congress could not authorize a Terri- 
tory to do that which it had not the power of 
doing itself, 

The bill was opposed by Messrs. WILLIAMS 
of North Carolina, UNDERWOOD, TOUCEY, 
CAMBRELENG, EVERETT, EWING, and 
HAYNES, and supported by Messrs. BELL, 
BRONSON, PRENTISS of Mississippi, DOTY, 


CRARY, MERCER, and HAMER; when 


Mr. EVERETT said if the friends of the bill 
would accept an amendment providing that no 
loan should be made until authorized by a pre- 
vious law of the Legislature, he would withdraw 
his opposition. 

Mr. BRONSON said he had not the slightest 
objection. 

The proviso was agreed to; and on taking the 
question on Mr. Pernixin’s motion, the vote 


was ayes 59, noes 54, (no quorum;) but upon a 


| count a quorum being found present, the motien 


was agreed to, and the bill was laid aside, 

A bill making provision for a court-house in 
T'lorida. 

A bill granting to the judges of the supreme 
court of lowa the same compensation as, by law, 
is given to the judges of the supreme court of 
Wisconsin. 

The bill to approve and confirm an act of the 
Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Wis- 
consin, and for other purposes. 

On the above being ordered to be reported, the 


/ committee resumed the consideration of the bill 
/in relation to the town of Southport, on Lake 


Michigan; but, by consent, the bill was left in 
committee, 


The committee then rose and reported; and the 


| bills without amendment were ordered to a third 


Mr. DOWNING assented; and, so modified, | 


the motion was agreed to. 
The bill for the relief of the Alabama, Florida, 


| and Georgia Railroad Company was then called | 


up by Mr. BRONSON. 
Mr. LINCOLN raised the question of order 


The CHAIRMAN sustained this position. 


Mr. CHAPMAN took an appeal from that de- 


cision; and after some discussion, in which the 


| decision was sustained by Mr. LINCOLN, and 


| TILLINGHAST, when, upon twice taking the | 


opposed by Messrs. BRONSON, SHIELDS, 
DOWNING, CHAPMAN, NAYLOR, and 


| question, once by teilers, no quorum voted, the 


committee rose, and reported that fact to the 
House. 


Mr. ADAMS moved a call of the House; which 


| was ordered—ayes 71, noes 55; and a quorum 


being found present, after a name or two had 
been called, 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON, it was dispensed 
with. 

The question was then taken on the decision 
of the Chair; and it was affirmed by the commit- 
tee—ayes 84, noes 45. 

So the bill was ruled out of order. 


The next bill considered was a ** bill to estab-' 


reading to-day. 
All the bills ordered this morning to be en- 
grossed, were then read the third time and passed. 
The bill making an appropriation for the pur- 
chase of a law library for the use of the Legisla- 
ture and Judiciary of Florida, coming up on its 
passage 
Mr. HALSTED moved to recommit the bill 


tothe Committee on the Territories, with instrue- 





tions to reduce the amount of $5,000 to $1,000. 


Mr. CUSHMAN moved to refer it to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 


| whereupon the former gentleman withdrew his 


motion, and Mr. C.’s was put and disagreed to. 

Mr. HALSTED then demanded the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill; which, being 
ordered, were—yeas 61, nays 64. 

So the bill was rejected. 

Subsequently, Mr. EXO WARDS moved a recon- 
sideration of this vote; and before the question 
was taken, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Weopnespay, February 13, 1839. 
Mr. MOUTON presented the petition of eciti- 


_ zens of the State of Louisiana, praying for a grant 


of land to be employed in the cultivation of the 


LIN , t mo 'morus multicaulis; which wes referred to the 
that this bill, not being strictly a territorial one, | 


| did not fall within the special order. 


Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented the petition of the 
officers and crew of the revenue cutter Vigilance, 
praying a participation in the benefits of the Navy 
pension law; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MOUTON presented certain resolutions of 
the Legislature of the State of Louisiana, in rela- 
tion to the improvement of the navigation of the 
Atchafalaya and Red rivers; which were read, 
and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the follow- 


_ ing bills, reported the same without amendment: 


An act for the relief of Henry L. Reviere; 
An act for the relief of William Washington 


| Bigham; 


An act for the relief of James Cooper; 

An act for the relief of John and Samuel Rowe; 
An act for the relief of Zebulon Sheets; 

An act for the relief of George Rowe; 
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An act for the relief of Samuel Massey and || Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee of || Mr. LYON moved its engrossment, stating that 
| Ways and Means, reported a bill for the relief of 


George James; 

An act for the relief of Isaac Muller; 

An act for the relief of Peter Samuel Jaccard; 
and 

An act for the relief of Menzies Gillespie. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the following bills, 
reported the same without amendment: 

An act for the relief of Dr. J. M. Foltz; 

An act for the relief of John G. Mozart; 

Aw act for the relief of Thomas Kibbey; 

Anact for the relief of Charles Rockwell; 

An act for the relief of the representatives of 
Jesse Seymour; and 

An act for the relief of John Tilden. 

Mr. CUTHBERT, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, to which was referred an act to al- 
low additional compensation to William Easby, 
made an unfavorable report thereon. 

Mr. C., from the same committee, reported, 
without amendment, an act for the relief of Spen- 
cer B, Gist. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 
an act for the relief of Cornelius Taylor, reported 
the same without amendment. 

Mr. R., from the same committee, reported a 
bill for the relief of Colin Bishop; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 
an act for the relief of Josiah F, Caldwell, re- 
ported the same without amendment, and witha 
recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr, WILLIAMS, of Maine, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, to which was referred an 
act for the relief of Samuel Hamilton, reported 
the same without amendment. 

Mr. TALLMADGE, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, to which was referred the follow- 
ing bills, reported the same without amendment: 

An act for the relief of Henry Richardson, de- 
ceased; and 

An act forthe relief of Benjamin Hewitt. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 


The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Norvert ww change the hour of meeting of the 
Senate to cleven o'clock, was taken up; and, after 
being amended so as to take effect after Monday 
next, was adopted, 


RESOLUTION. 


Mr. M. submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill making 
appropriation of a sum of money to defray the expenses of 
aon examination and survey of the bar now forming at the 
mouths of the Red river and the Atchafalaya, in the Srate 
of Louisiana ; and alse of the ledge of rocks obstructing 
the navigation of Red river, opposite Alexandria, in said 
Siate, 


INTERFERENCE IN ELECTIONS. 
The bill to prevent the interference of certain 
Federal officers in elections was taken up; and 


Mr. STRANGE addressed the Senate at length 
in Opposition to the bill. 


CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT. 


On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the joint resolution 


introduced by him yesterday, authorizing certain 
certificates of deposit to be canceled, and the re- 
issuing of others in lieu thereof, was taken up, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


TERRITORIAL BILLS. 


Several bills from the House relating to the 
Territories were read a first and second time, and 
referred to appropriate committees. 


SECURITY OF THE PUBLIC MONEY. 


Mr. WRIGHT gave notice that he would to- | 


morrow ask the Senate to take up the bill more 


effectually to secure the public money in the | 


hands of officers and agents of the Government, 
and to punish defaulters. 
And then the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, February 13, 1839. 
On motion of Mr. EVERETT, the rules were 


suspended to enable the committees to report, | 


any matter giving rise to debate to be laid over. 


} 


Thomas Latham. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Miles W. 
Dickens. 

Also, without amendment, Senate bill for the 
relief of the securities of Elias T. Langham, late 
surveyor of public lands in Missouri and Illinois; 
which was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to establish certain collec- 
tion districts, and for making ports of entry there- 

. 


' in. 


he had no desire to press the question on its pas- 
sage to-day. 
Mr. LINCOLN opposed this motion, both as 


, giving the bill a preference over others, and the 


more as it contained a principle, that of giving 
the company a credit of six years, which had 
never yet been sanctioned by Congress, 

Before the question had been taken, the morn. 
ing hour had expired, and the Speaker announced 
the special order, being the consideration of bus. 


iness in relation to the District of Columbia. 


Also, the following: || 


Resolved, That this House will on Friday and Saturday, 
the 15th and 16th instant, after the moruing hour, resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, for the consideration of the following bills, and give 
the same the preference over all other business during the 
abovementioned period, to wit: 

Joint resolution of the Senate (No. 4) authorizing the 
President of the United States to cause certain surveys to 
be made ; 

House Dill (Nu. 472) to define the humber, compensation, 
and duties of officers of the customs; 

House bill (No. 797) further to provide for the relief of 
distressed Aincrican seamen in foreign countries ; 

House hill (No. 818) to extend the limits of the port of 
New Orleans; 

House bill (No. 488) to establish ports of entry; 

House bill (No. 1010) to authorize the canceilation of 
certain debenture bonds on the exportation of coal; 

House bill (No. 95) for the reorganization of the Treas- | 
ury Department ; 

liouse bill making appropriations for building light- 
a light-boats, beacon-ligits, and buoys, for the year 
1839 ; 

House bill (No. 695) making anpropriations for the build- 
ing of custom houses at New Orleans, Philadelphia, and 
Savannah; and 


House bill (Ne. 766) making appropriations for the im- || 
provement of certain harbors therein mentioned, and for the || 


survey of certain harbors. i. | 

And that said bills be taken up fn the order in which they 
stand in said resolution. 

Also, the following resolution; which was con- 
curred in: 

Resolved, Thata detailed report and drawings of the liglit- | 
houses at Barfleur and Ostend, prepared by Lieutenant 
Colonel B. Ayerigg, a chief engineer of the State works of 
Pennsylvania, be printed for the use of this House. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, the Committee 
on Commerce was discharged from the further | 
consideration of the joint resolution of the Legis- 
lature of Michigan, asking aid to construct a ca- 


' nal round the falls of the Ohio river: and the same 


was referred to the Committee on Roads and Ca- | 
nals. 

Mr. BRONSON moved to include the bill to 
allow the privilege «& drawback, and abolish dis- 
tinctions in ports of entry. 


Mr. CUSHMAN remarked that that bill was || 


already before the House, the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union having been | 
discharged from it. 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved to lay the whole | 
subject on the table; which was agreed to. 

Mr. DE GRAFF, from the same committee, | 
reported a joint resolution for the purchase of 
two hundred copies of Jones’s ** Digest.’’ 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee of 
Claims, made unfavorable reports on the petitions 
of Josiah Rogers, Richard Bond, Gates Hoyt, 
and William Hawkins. 

Mr. STEWART, from the same committee, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
Russ, Roach & Russ. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the Committee 
on Commerce, made an unfavorable report on the | 
petition of Charles Kohler. 


On motion of Mr. BOULDIN, all the bills jin 
the two Committees of the Whole House were 
referred to the same committee, viz: that on the 


‘| state of the Union. 


Mr. ADAMS moved to include the anti-duel- 


| ing bill in the special order. 


Mr. BOULDIN had no objection to include it 
within the spirit of the order, if it did not exactly 
fall within its letter. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
embracing a statement of the amount of gold and 
silver coined at the branch mint at Charlotte, 


North Carolina, since its establishment. 


Mr. LYON, from the Committee for the Dis- 


| trict of Columbia, on leave, reported a bill to pro- 


vide for the erection of a jail in the city of Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia. 
Mr. LOOMIS asked leave to submit the fol- 


| lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the select committee to investigate the 


| defaleations of Samuel Swartwout and others be instruct- 





| ed to transmit tothe House, through the Speaker, the jour- 


nal of their proceedings up to this time, and daily hereafter 
during the residue of their session, and that the same be 
printed for the use of the House; and that so much of the 
resolution as authorizes the said committee to employ a 
printer be rescinded trom this date ; and that said committee 
be further instructed to hold their meetings public. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. L. moved a suspension of the rules, and 
demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved to lay the motion to 
suspend on the table; which motion, after Mr. 


| Loomis called for the yeas and nays, Mr. R. 


withdrew. 

Mr. CALHOON, of Kentucky, inquired if the 
committee did not now sit openly? 

Mr. LOOMIS replied that it was generally 
understood they did not. 

The question was then taken on suspending 
the rules; and decided in the negative—yeas 85, 
nays 92; as follows. 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bronson, Bueh- 
anan, Camnbreleng, John Campbell, Casey, Chaney, Cleve- 
land, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, 
Davee, De Graff, Farrington, Fry, Gallup, Glascock, Grant, 
Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Holt, Howard, Ingham, ‘Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph Jobn- 
son, Nathaniel Jones, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, 
Logan, Loomis, Martin, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abra- 
ham McClellan, McClure, Miler, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Parker, Pat- 


| menter, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, 
| Potter, Praut, Reilv, Richardson, Rives, Sawyer, Sheffer, 


Mr. SALTONSTALL, from the same commit- || 


tee, made unfavorable reports on the petitions | 


_of Charles Simpson, Joseph M. Shephard, and 


the puble lands, and for other purposes. 


Mary Peck. 

Mr. 8. also, from the Committee of Claims, re- | 
ported a bill for the relief of Thomas W. Taylor. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public | 
Lands, reported, without amendment, Senate bill 
for the relief of Isabella Hill, and the other heirs- | 
at-law of Samucl Hill, deceased. 

Also, without amendment, Senate bill granting 
to the State of Illinois the right of way through | 


Mr. SHIELDS, from the same committee, re- | 
ported a lull for the relief of the legal representa- | 
tives of William Williams, jr., deceased, 

Also, without amendment, Senate bill for. the | 
relief of the Selma and Tennessee Railroad Com- | 


pany. 





} 
j 





Charles Shepard, Sheplor, Spencer, Swearingen, Taylor, 
Titus, Toucey, Vail, Vanderveer, Webster, Whittlesey, 
Jared W. Williams, and Yell—85. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, Bell, 
Biddle, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, William B. Cal- 
houn, John Calhoon, William B. Campbeil, Carter, Cham- 
bers, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, 
Cushing, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Edwards, Elmore, 
Evans, Everett, Fillmore, James Garland, Rice Garland, 
Giddings, Gonde, William Graham, Grantland, Graves, 
trennell, Griffin, Harper, Uastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, 
Robert M. T. Hunter, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, Henry John- 
son, Kennedy, Lincoln, Lyon, Marvin, Sampson Mason, 
Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Milligan, Cal- 
vary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Peck, Pope, Potts, Sergeant 8. 
Prentiss, Putnam, Randolph, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, 
Robinson, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Augustine H. 
Shepperd, Shields, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Stuart, Strat- 
ton, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Albert S. White, John 
White, Lewis Williams, Sherrard Williams, Christopher 
H. Williams, Word, and Yorke—92. 


Mr. LOOMIS then gave notice that he should 
to-morrow, immediately after the morning hour, 
renew this motion. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


On motion of Mr. BOULDIN, the House then 
went into Committee of the Whole onthe state of 
the Union, (Mr. Rencuer in the chair,) in execu- 
tion of the special order,and took up the bills in 
the following order: 

Senate bill entitled ‘An act to amend the act 
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entitled ¢An act to establish a criminal court in The CHAIRMAN replied that no report at all 
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the District of Columbia. 

Sundry amendments proposed by the House 
being agreed to, and thus amended, the bill was 
jaid aside to be reported to the House. __ 

A bill to incorporate the Washington City Be- 
nevolent Society. ; 

A bill to incorporate the Navy Yard Beneficial 
Society of the City of Washington. 

A bill to incorporate the Washington Manuel 
Labor School and Male Orphan Asylum Society 
of the City of Washington. 

Mr. JENIFER, at the suggestion (he said) of 
agentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Perrixin,] 
submitted the following amendment; which was 
agreed to: 

And that no power is hereby given, or is intended to be 
given, to issue bank notes, or exercise any banking privi- 
lege’s whatever. . 

A joint resolution directing the manner in which 
certain laws of the District of Columbia should be 
executed. 

A bill (Senate) making appropriations for the 
support of the penitentiary in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

A bill to provide a free bridge across the east- 
ern branch of the Potomac river, in the city of 
Washington. (‘The bill appropriates $30,000 for 
the construction of the work, besides purchasing 
the stock of one of the existing toll bridges. } 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved to strike out the en- 
acting clause of the bill, and gave his reasons 
for the motion at length; in the course of which 
he was several times called to order for arguing 
the abolition question, and maintaining that the 
seat of Government could not be long continued 
in the District of Columbia with the existence of 
the slave trade therein; assigning this as a reason 
against making liberal appropriations for public 
works here. ‘ 

Messrs. RIVES, JENIFER, and C. H. WIL- 
LIAMS raised the questions, but they were over- 
ruled by 

The CHAIRMAN, who decided that the mer- 
its or demerits of the slave trade could not be 
permitted; and thus far only Mr. Grppines’s re- 
marks were arrested. 

Mr. GIDDINGS again proceeded in the same 
course of discussion, in going over the question 
of slavery, and said there were those here who 
preferred the permanency of slavery to the per- 
manency of the Union itself. 


Mr. HOWARD again called him to order for | 


irrelevancy of debate. 


The CHAIRMAN required Mr. H. to reduce 


his point to writing. 

Mr. HOWARD insisted that, by the rule, he 
was not required to do so unless the call to order 
was for personality of debate. 


The CHAIRMAN adhered to his construction | 


of the rule. 

Mr. HOWARD took an appeal from that de- 
cision. 

Mr. BOULDIN made an earnest appeal to the 
committee to dispose of the question, and not 
sacrifice all the interests of the District to a dis- 
cussion of this kind. 

Mr. GLASCOCK, with due deference to the 
Chair, said the Chair would have best consulted 


its own dignity, and the dignity of the House, by | 


arresting the gentleman from Ohio in pouring out 
his gross calumnies and foul aspersions upon the 
citizens of this District. 

The decision of the Chair was sustained by 
Messrs. ADAMS and McKENNAN, and op- 


posed by Messrs. BELL and THOMAS. The | 


greatest confusion prevailed during this time, a 
number of members risingyand addressing the 
Chair at the same time; but it was finally arrested 
by the Chair going behind the point immediately 
before the committee, and stating that he had no 
hesitation in deciding Mr. Grppines to be out of 
order for irrelevancy of debate. 


Mr. HOWARD thereupon withdrew his ap- 


peal on the preliminary point. 


_Mr.SLADE then took an appeal from the de- | 
cision of the Chair, pronouncing the gentleman | 


from Ohio out of order; but,after some confusion, 


the committee divided by tellers, and the decision | 


was affirmed—ayes 103, noes 31. 


Mr. ADAMS said that, as this decision im- | 


posed a new principle, he wished to know in what 
manner it would be reported to the House? 


| respecting the carrying a challenge; which was 
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would be made of it, 


Mr. REED then moved that Mr. Grppines 
have leave to proceed in order; but it was refused | 
without a division. 

The question was then taken by tellers, on | 
striking out the enacting clause, and resulted— | 
ayes 76, noes 56 

So the enacting clause of the bill was stricken | 
out; and so ordered to be reported. 

A bill to provide for the erection of a new jail 
in the city of Washington. 

A joint resolution to fix the salary of the phy- 
sician of the penitentiary in the District of Co- 
lumbia, [permanently, at $600 a year.] 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to strike out the enact- 
ing clause; which was disagreed to, and the bill 
laid aside. 

A bill for the suppression of gaming in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. PETRIKIN complained of the extraor- | 
dinary power given in this bill to constables to | 
lay an information and arrest upon mere suspi- 
cion, and depicted with great earnestness the re- 
sults of passing such a law. 

Mr. JENIFER made a general explanation of 
its provisions, 

Mr. PETRIKIN again reiterated his objections 
to the bill, and moved to strike out its enacting 
clause. 

Mr. BOULDIN said that, though a member of 
the committee which reported the bill, it was no 
particular favorite of his; but as the people of the | 
District had asked for it, he had thrown no ob- | 
stacle in the way. 

Mr. NAYLOR said the bill contained only such | 
provisions as existed in similar bills in all well | 
regulated cities and municipal communities. It 
was high time that gambling shops in this city | 
were put down, and he knew his colleague to be 
as much opposed to them as any man living. 

Mr. PETRIKIN was opposed to gambling, 
but he was more opposed to tyranny, and he op- 
posed this bill because it put an irresponsible 
power in the hands of petty officers, who might 
oppress the honest citizen. 

Lie withdrew his first motion, and moved to 
strike out the fifth, tenth, and twentieth sections 
of the bill; but it was disagreed to, and the bill 
was laid aside to be reported. 

The bill to prohibit the giving or accepting, 
within the District of Columbia, of a challenge 
to fight a duel, and for the punishment thereof. 

Mr. BOULDIN said, as this bill, though not 
reported by him or from the committee of which 
he had the honor to be chairman, was included 
within the operation of the special order for Dis- 
trict business, with his perfect assent, (a courtesy 
demanded from him by the kindness of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] in yield- 
ing the floor for District business last year,) it 
might be inferred that he was in favor of its pas- 
sege, and if he gave a silent vote against it he 
might be misinterpreted. He wished, therefore, 
to explain that he should neither vote for nor re- 
sist it, because, by the common law, in force here 
as well as elsewhere, a man who kills another in 
a duel shall suffer an ignominious death, and that 
was law enough for him, and not too much, for 
it ought in all cases to be inflicted where, accord- 
ing to the principles of the common law, the 
party is guilty of murder. 

Mr. ADAMS, after a few remarks, expressed 
himself in favor of the bill in the form which it 
passed the Senate. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, moved 
to insertthe word ** knowingly”? in the provision 





agreed to. 
Mr. JENIFER offered the following as an 
amendment to the bill: 


Sec. 8. 4nd he it further enacted, That if any member of 
the House of Representatives so far forgets himself as to 
use offensive language in debate, which shall he decided to 
be personal to any member by a vote of the House, the of- 
fending member shall immediately make an apology to the 
meinber so offended, and to the House. 


Mr. J. was understood to be opposed to the 
bill, but if it should be passed, that there should 
be some feature that would restrict gentlemen to 
decorous language in debate. That there should 
be some responsibility attached to those who 
might be disposed to take advantage of the law, 


_ the freedom of speech in the House by law. 


| be so. 


ng 
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to which parliamentary debates should be con- 
fined. 

Mr. TOUCEY hoped the amendment would not 
prevail,and that the gentleman would see the pro- 
priety of withdrawing the same, as it was one of 
au most extraordinary character. He considered 
the rules of the House amply sufficient to protect 
the members from personal abuse; if they were 
not, that the House had the power, aes the 
Constitution, to make the rules sufficiently bind- 
ing to effect that object. 

Mr. ADAMS considered the proposed amend- 
ment one of an extraordinary and unconstitu- 
tional character, inasmuch as it goes to abridge 
It 
would be referring to the judiciary the power by 
law to decide upon and judge of the rights and 
privileges of this Hlouse. He believed that it had 
the power, under the Constitution and its own 
rules, to regulate the matter as far as proper or 
necessary. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST was understood to op- 
pose the amendment, because it would be incor- 
porating in a general law two principles. It would 
be restricting the privileges of the members of 
the House of Representatives, whilst it would not 
operate upon the Senate. He conceived the rules 
amply sufficient; if not, it was a subject properly 
within the province of either House to regulate by 
such rules. 

Mr. JENIFER had no objection that the amend- 
ment should be made to operate also upon the 
Senate. His object was to discontinue disorderly 
conduct here, which, he thought, might arise un- 
der the law, if there be not proper restriction 
upon the members. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST would be happy to see 
the principles adopted in the rules for the govern- 
ment of the House; but was opposed to incorpo- 
rating the same ina general law. He suggested 
to the gentleman whether it was not out of place 
in this bill; and hoped the matter would be left to 
the House, to be regulated by its rules; if not, it 
would be better io include both Houses. 

Mr, PRENTISS, of Mississippi, stated that 
the effect of this amendment would be to make 
blackguards of men who might never otherwise 
Moreover, forced explanations are de- 
grading, while voluntary ones were honorable. 

Mr. BOULDIN begged his friend again to re- 
member that debate would block out the District 
business. 

‘The amendment was then rejected. 

Mr. CRABB moved to strike out the words in 
italics in the following paragraph: 


“Or shall knowingly carry or deliver an acceptance of 


| such challenge or message, to fight 1 duel in or out of the 


said District.’’ 


Mr. C. insisted that the retention of these 
words would make the provision unconstitutional. 

The amendment was rejected, and the bilf or- 
dered to be reported. 

The committee then rose, and reported the 
various bills and amendments to the House. 

Those without amendment were ordered to a 
third reading, and the amendments to the others 
concurred in except the following: 

The anti-dueling bill being taken up, 

Mr. CRABB moved to recommit the bill to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, with instructions to 
report whether any provision in the first is un- 
constitutional, 

After some further discussion, 

Mr. BOULDIN begged to remind gentlemen 


| that while they were talking about dueling, they 


were murdering the business of the District. 
Mr. CRABB withdrew his instructions; and 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, moved 

others, in effect, to instruct the committee to re- 

port a bill on the subject of ducling, conformable 


, to the laws of Virginia and Maryland, to operate 


in those portions of the District heretofore within 
those States. 


Mr. HAYNES remarked that that was the ex- 


| isting law. 


Mr. CRABB preferred his own, and renewed 
them. 
Mr. BOULDIN demanded the previous ques- 


tion; which was carried; and the question being 


on the main question, namely, the ordering the 
bill to a third reading, 
Mr. STANLY moved to lay it on the table; 


! which was lost without a division. 
\, and overstep the bound of courtesy and propriety | 


Mr. JACKSON, of New York, demanded the 
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yeas and nayson ordering the bill to a third read- 
ing, which were ordered; and were—yeas 107, 
nays 22. 

And the bill was ordered to be read the third 
time to-day. 

Mr. BRONSON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was ordered to a third reading. 
His object was to give gentlemen who desired it 
an opportunity of at least one day’s examination. 

Alter some remarks from Messrs. UNDER- 
WOOD, PRENTISS of Missisippi, ROBERT- 
SON, SERGEANT, and BOULDIN, the last 
gentieman moved the previous question; which 
was carried; and on the question of reconsider- 
ation, 





oe 





_- ~~ 





Mr. TAYLOR culled for the yeas and nays; 


which, being ordered, were—yeas 45, nays 99. 

So the House refused to reconsider. 

The bill to prevent gambling in the District of 
Columbia was taken up and. informally passed 
over. 

All the bills ordered to athird reading were 
then passed, except the joint resolution to fix the 
salary of the physician to the penitentiary, which 
was rejected. 

On the division on passing the anti-dueling 
bill, there were—ayes 88, noes 19; no quorum. 

Mr. PETRIKLN moved an adjournment. 

Mr. ADAMS erlled for the yeas and nays, 
but they were refused; and the motion to adjourn 
was rejected. 


a 


Mr. LINCOLN said if the gentlemen who were | 


lounging in the galleries would come down and 
attend to the public business, they could have a 
quorum. 

Mr. CRABB moved a call of the House; which 
was lost—54 to 59, yet still no quorum. 

The SPEAKER counted the House, and, find- 
ing no quorum (only one hundred and fifteen) 
was present, 

A motion was made to adjourn, and rejected; 
and a call of the House had been ordered, and 
was proceeding when our last advices were re- 
‘eived from the Capitol, at six o’clock. 

Mr. MURRAY moved that the House adjourn; 
which it refused to do by a vote of 52 for, to 57 
against it. 

The Clerk having proceeded to call over the 
absentees— 


Mr. MASON, of Ohio, moved an adjournment, | 


which was lost—ayes 58, noes 59. 
The call proceeded. 


Absentees were called, when it appeared that | 


one hundred and twenty-eight members were 
present. 

The doors of the Hall were now closed, and 
lights brought into the Hall. 

Mr. LOOMIS moved to suspend the call; which 
was lost. 

Mr. RIVES moved to adjourn. 

‘Phe yeas and nays were called for and or- 
dered. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired of the Chair what 
would be the consequence if the House should 
vote to adjourn while the doors were closed ? 

The SPEAKER. The doors will be opened. 
{A laugh.) 

The motion to adjourn was withdrawn. 

Mr. WORD renewed it; but on a new demand 
for the yeas and nays, withdrew the motion. 

The call proceeded, and excuses were received 
for absentees. 

Mr. RENCHER moved to adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were demanded, (the roar 
was too loud, and the confusion too great, to tell 
by whom,) and ordered by the House; and, being 
taken, stood—yeas 43, nays 76. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. BRIGGS stated that a number of the mem- 
bers were outside the doors, and moved that they 
have liberty to come in; which was negatived. 

The SPEAKER now read the Ssth rule of 
order, which requires that absentees not excused 
shall be taken into custody by the Sergeant-at- 
Arms, and brought to the House. 

_ And the qucsuon being on carrying this rule 
mito execution, 

Mr. BELL said this was, at all times, a ver 
harsh proceeding; and as the bill, he cement 
would come up in order after the morning hour 
to-morrow, unless the House should order uther- 
wise, he hoped it would not be insisted on. He 
moved to suspend all further proceedings in the 


call. 


i 








Ne 
The question was taken by tellers, and decided | Mr. BENTON alsoasked the unanimous ¢ 


in the negative—ayes 49, noes 61. 





The Sergeant-ut-Arms was ordered by the 


Chair to execute the rule. 
Mr. PARRIS moved to adjourn. 
Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and resulted as follows— 
eas 50, nays 72. 
So the House again refused to adjourn. 


The SPEAKER, after some time, reported that 


the Sergeant-at-Arms had taken eleven members 
into custody. 
Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS moved to suspend the 


call; which was lost—ayes thirty-three, noes not || 


counted. 


The following members were now, in succes- 


sion, brought before the Chair by the Sergeant- 
at-arms, Viz: 


Messrs. Gray, Graves, Sawrer, Turney, | 


Banxs, Binpsatt, Kennepy, Jexiren, Harper, 
Grenne_t, Montcomery, Marvin, and Harri- 
SON. 

The SPEAKER inquired of each what excuse 
he had to render in extenuation of his offense in 
absenting himself from the business of the House 
without leave ? 


Various excuses were given, some of which 


produced much merriment. 


to pay him a per diem for his attendance here, but 
| not a per noctem, and he was not going to attend 
in the night. 
Most said they had gone to dinner. 
| fused to give any excuse. 
On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, however, they 
were all permitted to take their seats without pay- 
ing the fine imposed by the rule. 


Some re- 


the bill, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 110, 
_ nays 18; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, John 


| W. Allen, Andrews, Aycrigg, Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, | 


Bell, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Brodhead, 
Brouson, William B. Calhoun, Join Campbell, Casey, 
| Cheatham, Clark, Clowney, Corwin, Cranston, Cushman, 
Davee, Davies, Deberry, Dunn, Everett, Richard Fletcher, 
Filimore, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Giddings, Goode, 
William Grabam, Grantiand, Grant, Gray, Grenneil, Haley, 
Ifall, Halsted, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, 
Holt, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Joseph 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kennedy, Leadbetter, 
Lincoln, Logan, Loomis, Marvin, Sampson Mason, Max- 
well, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, Mc- 
Kennan, Mercer Morgan, Naylor, Noble, Parker, Parment- 
er, Paynter, Peck, Phelps, Potts, Pratt, John H. Prentiss, 
Putnam, Randolph, Reed, Reily. Reneher, Ridgway, Robin- 
son, Russell, Sergeant, Sheffer, Sheplor, Slade, Spencer, 
Stuart, Stratton, Taliaferro, Taylor, ‘Viilinghast, Titus, To- 
land, Toucey, Webster, Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Jared 
W. Williams, Worthington, and Yorke—110. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bouldin, John Calhoon, William B. 
Campbell, Chambers, Coics, Dromgoole, Hamer, Harrison, 
| Hawkins, Howard, Montgomery, Petrikin, Sergeant 8S. 


i@Prentiss, Rariden, Sawyer, Thomas, Turney, and Word 


mic. 


| So the bill was passed. 

| The House then (a little before eight o’clock) 
adjourned. 

| IN SENATE. 

| Tuvurspay, February 14, 1839. 

| The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a com- 


| 


Senate, in relation to the seizure and detention of 
the brigs Enterprise, Encomium, and Comet; 


printed, 
PETITION, ETC. 


Mr. ROBINSON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Knox county, lliinois, praying for a post 


route; which was referred to the Committee on | 


the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. NICHOLAS presented a communication | 


from L. J. McCormick, on the subject of an im- 


| provement in the steam boiler; which was re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
, ordered to be printed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


_ of the Senate for leave to introduce a bill for the 
‘settlement of the claims of the State of New 
| Hampshire against the United States; which was 
| granted, and the bill was read a first and second 


Mr. JENIFER said his constituents had agreed | 


The question was now put on the passage of | 


munication from the President of the United | 
States, in compliance with a resolution of the | 


which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 


Mr. HUBBARD asked the unanimous consent i 





February 14, 














— 


: on- 
sent of the Senate to introduce a bill to authorize 


payment to the Missouri volunteers whose horses 

were lost on the voyage to Tampa Bay; which 

was agreed to, and the bill was read a first and 

second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fj- 


nance, to which had been referred the bill repeal- 
ing the duty on salt, and the abolition of the fish. 
ing bounties, reported the same without amend- 
ment; and the report was ordered to be printed, 

Mr. W.asked to bedischarged from the farther 
consideration of the resolution of the Senate of 
the 31st ultimo, as it was considered in the above 
report; which was agreed to. 

Mr. W., from the same committee, to which 
was referred an act making appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the year 1839, reported 
the same without amendment; and gave notice 
that he should ask its consideration on Monday 
next. 

Mr. W., from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of D. Raymond and 
G. Friend, praying a revision and modification 
of the tariff, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof; which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. W., from the same committee, to which 
was referred the act to repeal the proviso of the 
secon! section of the aet of March 3, 1837, au- 
thorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to com- 
promise the claims of the United States against 
certain banks, reported the same without amend- 
ment, and asked the Senate to consider it at the 
present time; which was agreed to. After some 
_explanatory remarks from Mr. W.., it was or- 
|| dered to be engrossed, and then read the third 
|| time and passed 

Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on the 

Post Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 

,an act for the relief of Jamison & Williamson, 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the following bills, 
reported the same without amendment: 

An act for the relief of Sarah Windham; 

An act granting a pension to Susannah Rowe; 
and 
An act for the relicf of Dennis Trammell. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the following bilis, reported 
the same without amendment, and with a recom- 

mendation that they do not pass: 
An act for the relief of Solomon Prewett; and 
An act for the relief of Samuel Edgecomb. 
Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the follow- 
ing bills, reported the same without amend- 
| ment: 
|| A bill forthe settlement of the claims of the 
| State of New Ilampshire against the United 
'| States; and 
| __A bill to authorize payment to be made to the 

Missouri volunteers, whose horses were lost on 
their voyage to Tampa Bay. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the memo- 
rial of John McCartney, reported a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 
| Mr. KING, from the Committee on Com- 
|, merce, to which was referred an act for the relief 
of Heman Harris, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which Was referred the petition of 
Thomas Stewart, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof; which was agreed 


to. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the papers in 
relation to the claims of James Erwin, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof; which was agreed to. 


CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT. 


The joint resolution authorizing certain certifi- 
| cates of deposit to be canceled, and others 1s- 
| sued in lieu thereof, was read a third time and 


/ time, and referred to the Committee on Military | passed. 


Affairs. 


' The following bills were severally considered, 
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as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be 
crossed: 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett, with an 
amendment; ; 

A vill to fix the compensation of the senior 
clerk employed in the Adjutant and Inspector 
General ’s office; 

A bill forthe relief of the Nantucket Steamboat 
Company; : f 

A will for the relief of certain settlers on the 
public lands, who were deprived of the benefits of 
ihe act granting preémptuon rights, which was ap- 
proved on the 19th June, 1834; 

* 4 bill authorizing the relinquishment of the 16th 
sections granted fur the use of schools, and the 
entry of other lands in lieu thereof; 

A bill to authorize Peter Warner, of Indiana, 
to purchase a certain half section of land; 

A bill for the relief of Asa Armington and oth- 


er 


133 
WT hi desl the enliel af Blinhe: Ebdsidee; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Agnes Dun- 
das. 

A bill for the benefit of the clerks in the office 
of the Second Auditor of the Treasury, was taken 
up, and, on motion, was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

INTERFERENCE IN ELECTIONS. 

A bill to prevent the interference of certain Fed- 
eral officers in elections was taken up; and 

Mr. BUCHANAN addressed the Senate for 
three hours and a half in opposition to the bill, 
and in reply to the remarks of Messrs, Crirten- 
pen and Rives. 

Mr. PRESTON intimating his intention of ad- 
dressing the Senate on the subject, the bill was 
informally passed over. 


SECURITY OF THE PUBLIC MONEY. 


On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the bill more 
effectually to secure the public money in the hands 
of officers and agents of the Government, and to 
punish defaulters, was taken up as in Committee 
of the Whole, and several amendments having 
been offered by the Committee on Finance, 

Mr. WEBSTER said he was not prepared to 
yote for these amendments, and wished a little 
ume to consider them. 

Mr. WRIGHT said that the bill had been be- 
fore the Senate a considerable time, and he had 
respectfully invited the attention of Senators here- 
tofore to the subject. It was well known to every 
Senator that it was necessary to act promptly on 
the bill in this body, if they wished to secure its 
passage the present session. Mr. W. then ex- 
plained the several amendments that had been 
submitted. 

Mr. WEBSTER said that, from his present 
impressions, he could not say that there was 
much in this bill that he would oppose, as its 
tendency was to increase the just responsibility 
of public officers; but there were some novel pro- 
visions in it that he was not prepared, without 
further consideration, to sanction. Mr. W. here 
commented on a principle embraced in one of the 
amendments. 

Mr. WRIGHT said that it had been a subject 
of much complaint that, by the present system, 
officers could retain funds in their hands, and at 
the settlement of their accounts, if their claims 
were not admitted, they would defy the power 
of the Government, and would stand suit, where 
their claims were almost invariably allowed. The 
intention of the committee, by is amendment, 
was to prevent courts entertaining a claim for 
compensation for any service that was not pro- 
vided for by law. 

Mr. WEBSTER was opposed to the system 
of counter-claims alluded to by Mr. Waricur, but 
thought that the bill gave too much power to the 
accounting officers, and he thought it ought to be 
somewhat more limited. He said that if the 
committee had offered all their intended amend- 
ments, he would wish they should be printed, 
and further action on them postponed until to- 
morrow, 

Mr. WRIGHT said there was another amend- 
ment which authorized the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to employ a limited number of clerks to en- 


able him to carryout the requirements of the bill; | 


and said that the committee had submitted all the 

amendments which they contemplated offering. 
Mr. RIVES then rose, and submitted a substi- 

‘ute for the whole bili; which was read. [The 


' substitute provides for the deposit of the revenues 


and the securities of the Government in banks. ] 

Mr. R. said that he was aware that his subst- 
tute was very imperfect, as he had drawn it up 
hastily last night, after having, for the first time, 
perused the bill brought in by the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT thought the course of the Sen- 
ator from Virginia a very strange one. The bill 
had been introduced on the 3d of January, and 
had been reported by the Committee on Finance 
on the 8th of February, and yet gentlemen com- 
plain that they have had no time to examine its 


provisions. It was evident that this amendment, 


from) its extent, could not be ready for examina- 


j' tion by to-morrow. He would, therefore, give the 


Senate notice that he would ask for the consider- 
ation of the bill on Monday next 

Mr. RIVES thought that the amendment would 
be printed and placed before them in the morn- 
ing; but he was not disposed to hurry the matter. 
He said he might be considered guilty of a con- 
structive charge of inattention and neglect on this 
subject, and, he would confess, with some reason. 
Sut he had been so much employed by other mat- 
ters of importance recently, that he had no time 
to look into it before last night, when he hastily 
drew up his substitute. 

The substitute was then ordered to be printed. 


DISTRICT BUSINESS. 


Various bills from the House of Represenia- 
tives, on subjects connected with the District of 
Columbia, were referred to the appropriate com- 
mittee. 

After a short executive session, the Senate 
adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tuurspay, February 14, 1839. 


The first business in order being the report of 

the select committee on the public lands, and Mr. 
LoBERTSON being entitled to the floor, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG asked that gentieman to 
give way to allow him to present and lay on the 
table a memorial of great importance, 

Mr. ROBERTSON refused. 

Mr. CLARK made a similar request to Mr. R., 
to enable him to lay on the table a substitute for 
the Independent Treasury bill. 

Mr. ROBERULSON assented. 

Mr. C.’s proposition was then laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG again urged his request 
to Mr. Ropertson. 

Several MemBers asking the nature of the me- 
morial, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG stated that it was from 
the collector of New York, complaining of the 
proceedings of the select committee on defalca- 
tions. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 


The unfinished business of the morning was 


| then resumed, being the following resolutions 


heretofore reported by Mr. Jounson, of Mary- 
land, from the select committee on the public 


lands: 


Resolved, That the committee report to the House, and 
ask leave to be disebarged froin the further consideration of 
the subject matters referred to themn,and that the journal 
of the committee be reported and published. 

Resolved, further, That the committee deem it inexpedi- 
ent to take further steps on the subject of the public lands 
this session. 


The pending question being on the amendment 
of Mr. Rosertson to strike out all after the word 
‘* resolved,’’ and insert in lieu thereof a propo- 
sition for the semi-annualdistribution of the pro- 


| ceeds of the sales of the public lands among the 
several States of the Union, in the ratio of their 


Federal numbers, 


Mr. ROBERTSON resumed, and again occu- 


| pied-the floor till the expiration of the hour. 


COMMITTEE ON DEFALCATIONS. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG then renewed his re- 


| quest to the House to be permittnd to present the 


memorial he had before referred to. (Cries of 

“ No!”? “*No!’’] Then (said Mr. C.) I must 

move a suspension of the rules, for it is a matter 

involving great injustice to the collector of New 

York, and I now ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
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Mr. asked what the memorial 


was. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG said he would exolain, 


if the Eleuse would ailow him to do so. (Cries 
of ** Nu !’* *¢ No!’ 


Mr. SIBLEY iatimated that he should prefer 


to have it read, as he wanted to know upon what 
he would be voting. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, with the consent 
of the House, he would make a brief statement 


of its contents. [Renewed cries of ** No!” 
“No!” 


Mr. GRANT moved asuspension of the rules, 
that Mr. C. have leave to make the statement; 


but being included in the motion already made, 
he did not press this. 


Mr. MENEFEE desired to know whether this 
be a memorial from the collector of the port of 


New York, protesting against the action of a com- 
mittee of this House? 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, Not protesting, but 
merely stating his own case, and asking the 
House to take measures to prosecute the inquiry 
in relation to a witness. 

Mr. MENEFEE. Thatisto say, Mr. Speaker, 
(Mr. M’s. voice was completely drowned by the 
lond cries of * Order?” and the reporter heard no 
more, if he said it.) 

Mr. CHAMBERS expressed a hope that the 


opposition to presenting this memorial would be 
withdrawn. 


The question was then taken; and the result 
was—yeas 124, nays 73; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Anderson, An- 
drews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, 
Borden, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, William 
B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, John Campbell, Carter, Casey, 
Chambers, Chapman, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Crary, Cushman, Davee, De Graff, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Dunn, Elmore, Farrington, Fillmore, Fry, Gallup, James 
Garland, James Graham, William Graham,Grantiand Grant, 
Gray, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, Harrison, Har- 
per, Hawkins, Haynes, Herod, Hoffman, Holsey, Hoit, 
Robert M. 'T. flunter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez 
Jackson. Henry Jehnson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
Keim, Kemble. Kennedy, Kiingensmith, Lewis, Logan, 
Loomis, Lyon, Marvin, Martin, McKay, Robert MeCletian, 
Abraham MeUletlan, MeClure, Milligan, Miller, Montgoui- 
ery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Noble, 
Paliner, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Pennybacker, 
Petrikin, Pickens, Plumer, Potts, Pratt, John U1. Prentisa, 
Reily, Richardson, Rives, Robertson, Sawyer, Sheffer, 
Charles Shepard, Sheplor, Slade, Southgate, Spencer, 
Stuart, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, 
Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Webster, 
Weeks, Jared W. Williams, Worthington, and Yeil,—124. 

NAYS—Mesers. Alexander, Heman Allan, Aycrigg. Beil, 
Bond, Briggs, John Calhoon, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, 
Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Cushing. Dariington, Davies, 
Deberry, Dennis, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Rice Garland, 
Giddings,Goode,Graves, Halsted, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, 
Lineoln, Mallory, Sampson Mason, Maury, May, Maxwell, 
Menefee, Mercer, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, 
Ogle. Pearce, Peck, Sergeant 8. Prentiss, Putnam, Rariden, 
Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Kobinson, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Augustine [1. Shepperd, Shields, Sibd- 
ley, Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, Under- 
wood, Albert 8.White, John White, Lewis Williams, Sher- 
rard Williams, Jozeph L. Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, Word, and Yorke—73. q 


MENEPEE 


So the rules were not suspended, (two thirds 
not voting therefor.) 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Navy, in 
compliance with a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the Ist instant, transmitting 
copies of certain charges preferred against Com- 
modore Jesse D. Elliott, by Passed Midshipman 
Charles C. Barton, and all communications in 
relation to said charges. 

Mr. NAYLOR said it was his wish that this 
communication should be referred to a select 
committtee, and he made that motion. He had 
no desire to consume the time of the House, but 
thought that the interest and honor of the Navy 
and the country required that this communication 
should have that reference. ‘There are complaints 
from all the officers who were in the Mediterra- 
nean, whilst he had command of that equadron, 
of his unjust and unofficerlike conduct. He said 
that there was not a vice degrading to humanity 
that Elliott had not practiced and been guilty of 
whilst he was in command on that sea. No vice 
to which a man can be addicted, but what has 
been charged against him on the files of the De- 

artment. Mr. N. then cited an article published 
in the United States Gazette, in which Commo- 


| dore Elliott was puffing himself. He demanded 
| why he did not come forward like an honorable 
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highminded man, and demand an investigation of | 


the charges that have been alleged against him. 
He feared the result. 
most cleared of its gallant tars to give place to 
jackasses, hogs, and cows, which were stowed 
away in every part of the vessel that was not al- 
ready occupied with hay to feed these animals 
upon. : tt 

Mr. N, also charged him with purchasing in 
foreign countries, and stowing wines and bran- 
dies in the public vessels, and was guilty of 
“ huckstering”’ the same to a profit in this coun- 
try. Charges of this grave wature, he contend- 
4 should be fully investigated; and the Depart- 
ment have concluded to rely on Congress to make 
a proper disposition of them. He then referred 
to the case of Midshipman Barton, and the cruel 
conduct of the Commodore in reterence to that 
transaction, When that oflicer was wounded in 
a duel, he was carried on board the Constitution 
to have his wound dressed; and when the sur- 
geon was in the act of taking the fractured bones 
trom the bleeding wound, the Commodore came 
on board and peremptorily demanded that the 
wounded man should be removed from the ves- 
sel; and notwithstanding the interference of the 
surgeon and others to persuade him from it, it 
was of no avail. That officer, writhing with 
pain, and almost in the agonies of death, was 
conveyed ashore and left in the hands of foreign- 
ers, by whose generosity and kind feelings he 
was taken care of,and finally carried to England 
on board another vessel. The Commodore has 
disgraced the Navy, and has thrown everything 
in the way ofa trial. Now let us see whether a 
court of inquiry shall be instituted. 

Mr. N. then referred to the transaction be- 
tween him and Lieutenant Hunter, and denounced 
his conduct in relation thereto. He stimulated 
duels. Nothing pleased him better than to see 
his officers fight duels, yet he took good care 
that he was not involved. The President of the 
United States and the Secretary of the Navy 
have indicated a wish for an investigation, and 
the country demands it. 

Mr. McCLURE addressed the House at much 
length in refutation of many of the charges against 
Commodore Elliott. He said he seconded the 
motion of his colleague with cheerfulness, and 
hoped it would prevail. An impartial report on 
these numerous allegations would be satisfactory 
not only to the members of that House, but to 
the community generally throughout the United 
States. He cordially seconded the motion for 
investigation; and he hoped it would be a thor- 
ough one, and that such a report should be made 
as ought to come from a committee of that House, 
embodying full, clear, distinct, and thorough de- 
velopments of the facts in relation to the charges 
brought against this officer. This was dueto the 
character of the Navy,as well asto the man, and 
the more so to the latter, because all the authen- 
tic information they had was ex parte, made out 
upon calls for information from the Navy Depart- 
ment, so ingeniously drafted that only one side 
was asked for, and not a word of the other. Mr. 
McC. did not appear there as the particular friend 
of Commodore Elliott, for he cared not if he did 
not know him; but he did know him, and, so far 
as he did, he knew him to be a high-minded and 
honorable man. Moreover, he had certainly done 
some service to the public; and Mr. McC. re- 
ferred to his gallantry during the late war, citing 
the record of his deeds. Mr. McC. thought he 
might be considered to be too great a disciplin- 
arian, especially in these lax and loose times, 
when every petty officer considered himself on 
an oe with his superior. After going into 
a full and explicit examination of many of the 
allegations against Commodore Elliott, Mr. McC. 
concluded by expressing an earnest hope that 
oS House would order the investigation without 

elay. 

Me PRENTISS, of Mississippi, followed, and 
commented with great severity upon the conduct 
vf Commodore Elliott. 

Mr. CRARY moved the reference of the com- 
munication to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PICKENS spoke for some time, with 
great severity, on the conduct of Commodore 
Elliott. 

Mr. NAYLOR then modified his motion, as 
follows: 


Resolved, That the report be printed, and that a select 


r 


The Constitution was al- | 


j 





committee of —— be appointed to inquire into the official 
conduct of Captain Jesse D. Elliou, of the United States | 


Navy, while in command of the squadron in the Mediter- 


ranean, in the years 1837 and 1838, and particularly into | 


the allegations of tyranny and oppression towards the offi- 


| cers under his command ; and that the said committee have 


power to send for persons and papers, and have leave of 


| printing was executed? whether by priv 


absence from the service of the House while engaged in | 


the inquiries committed to thein by this resolution. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG drew the attention of the 


House to the condition of the public business, 


and the short time left to act upon it, and he ap- 
pealed to the gentleman from Michigan to with- 
draw his motion, and let the subject take the 
reference proposed by Mr. Naytor, which Mr. 
C. felt assured would meet with an assent from 
all quarters of the House. 


Mr. CRARY withdrew his motion. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG then demanded the pre- i) cae ciunt construction. 


vious question, which was seconded—ayes 63, 
noes 59, and carried. 

So the communication was referred to a select 
committee, which was ordered to consist of seven 
members. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a tabular statement prepared by the 
Register of the Treasury, in obedience to a res- 


olution of the House of Representatives of the | 


llth instant, giving information of the annual 
vaiue of imports, and payments into the Treas- 
ury on account of them, and the whole cost of 
their collection, with the rate per cent. upon the 
value of imports; and also on the abovenamed 
payments from 1789 to 1837, inelusive, adding 
the whole expenditures of the Government for 
each year during the same period. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
the Navy, in compliance with a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 11th instant, 
giving information of what payments and emolu- 
ments are allowed to Lieutenant Wilkes and the 
officers under his command in the South Sea ex- 
ploring expedition, and of the character of the 
expedition. 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 


Mr. HOWARD moved to take up the two mes- 
sages of the President of the United States, lying 
on the Speaker’s table, relating to the northeast- 
ern boundary of the United States; which motion 
being agreed to, they were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
went into the Committre of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Banks in the chair,) and 
proceeded to the consideration of the civil and 
diplomatic bill, the title of which is as follows: 
**A bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of Government for the year 
1839.”’ 

Before the Clerk had commenced reading the 
clauses, 

Mr. ADAMS moved to amend the enacting 
clause by inserting the words in italics: * Be it 
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| opinion was that the law should be repealed, the 


office being no longer necessary. 
W hen the items for public printing were reached 
Mr. BOND inquired in what manner the pubji, 
ape ate con. 
tract, or by advertising for terms? 
Mr. CAMBRELENG could not answer that 


| question. 


Mr. BOND gave notice that he should hereafter 
move a proviso that all the executive printins 
shall be advertised and let to the lowest bidder. 

On reading the clauses for the pay of the Con- 
missioners of the Navy Board, 

Mr. CRARY said it was high time: for the 
House and the country to examine into the Use. 
lessness of this navy board; for, indeed, they were 
worse than useless—a hindrance to the Navy and 
They were an irre. 
sponsible body, and stood in the way of all im. 
provements. Mr. C, then referred, in terms of 
censure, to their proceedings in the cases of steam. 
ships, the exploring expedition, and several oth. 
ers. He did not deny that these gentlemen migh, 
be good commanders; but they had shown them. 
selves to be utterly disqualified to decide on the 
proper form of vessels; for those built under their 
direction were the very worst in our Navy, 

Mr. C. concluded by moving to strike out the 
appropriation for this board. 

Mr. INGHAM informed the gentleman that 


| the Committee on Naval Affairs had the subject 


of the propriety of abolishing this board now 
under inquiry. 

Mr. CRARY was aware of it, but they had 
made no report yet. 

Mr. MALLORY assented to all Mr. C. had 
said of the absolute propriety of abolishing this 
board, and should vote for his motion. Mr. M. 
then went into a number of other particulars of 


| their acts, and said it was in vain to look for 


efficiency from a body constructed as this was, 
Mr. M. stated what his plan was, namely: to 
establish four bureaus, responsible to the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, he being so to Congress. 1. A 
bureau of purchases, at the head of which should 
be placed an old purser of the Navy. 2. A bu- 
reau for furnishing cannon. 3. Another for con- 
struction. 4. Another forequipment. All to be 
placed under old and experienced officers. The 


| present system was approved of by no one, but 


condemned by every friend of the Navy. It was 


| time now for the House to take the matter in 


hand, for he had no confidence that the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs would move in the matter. 
Mr, BRONSON gave notice of an amendment 


he should hereafter move, namely: to abolish the 


board from and after the Ist of July next, and 


reduce the appropriation one half. 


Mr. REED expressed his surprise at Mr. 
Crary’s proposition; for as the Secretary of the 
Navy was generally apnointed from political con- 


| siderations, instead of with reference to practical 


enacted, &c., That the following sums, amounting | 


to 
ated,” &c. 

Mr. A. said the blank could be filled up at the 
third reading. 
tion to make the same motion on all the general 





, be, and the same are hereby, appropri- || 


He added that it was his inten- | not in order. This was an appropriation bill; 


appropriation bills, as it would greatly facilitate | 
the ascertaining the gross amount of appropria- | 


tions made each session of Congress. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG had no objection to the” 


amendment, though the amount appropriated 
under every bill was reported in a separate docu- 
ment every year. He not only should not object 
to this amendment, but he wished it was made 


the duty of every committee of the House to | 


report, with each bill, the amount of money it | 


involved. 

The amendment was agreed to without a di- 
vision. 

When the item for the salary of the secretary 
to sign land patents ($1,500) came up, 

Mr. BOND said he thought it high time the 


act authorizing it was repealed, as it was passed || 


during an exigency that no longer existed. \ 
Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means could only report the | 


appropriation authorized by law. 


Mr. BOND thought the Committee on the Pub- | 


experience, the Board of Navy Commissioners 
was absolutely indispensable; and he went on to 
advocate its continuance at considerable length. 
At the request of Mr. BRONSON, 
Mr. CRARY withdrew his amendment; and 


'| Mr. B. moved the one indicated above. 


Mr. ADAMS insisted that this amendment was 


and how could a proposition be ingrafted on it to 
repeal a law? 
’ The CHAIRMAN overruled this point. 

Mr. PICKENS moved to add to the amend- 


/menta provision that the bureau system should 
be introduced into the Navy Department, and 
appropriating $15,000 for the purpose. 


Mr. BRONSON accepted this as a modification 
of his own. 

Mr. EVERETT said, if the amendment was 
not out of order before, it certainly was with this 


'' addition. 


The CHAIRMAN said that, under the 66th 
rule, which precluded any appropriation being 
made in the ordinary bills without an existing 
law for it, this branch of the amendment was 
clearly ont of order. 

Mr. BRONSON, upon this decision, withdrew 
his acceptance, and the question was on his own 
amendment. 

Mr. HOFFMAN said he was taken by sur- 
prise, as the House itself must be, at this propo- 
sition to abolish a board from which, at one time, 


lic Lands should jook into the matter; and his || such great expectations were formed. His oppo- 
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tion to the motion arose rather, however, from | 
time and manner in which it was attempted 
effected—for his prejudices were all against 


xg continuaance—than from any wish on his part | 
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to keep up this body. He thought they were 
not prepared at this time to cut off so important | 
an arm of the service, at least tll they took time 
to inquire whether the Navy could get on with- | 
out it. , 5 

Mr. ADAMS expressed his surprise at the 
varter from whence this opposition sprang— 
fom the gentleman from Michigan, a State in the 
situation of the unfortunate King of Bohemia, 
who had not a boatinhisdominions. Michigan 
cared nothing about a navy, but others did. 
This board Mr, A. believed to be absolutely in- 
dispensable to the efficiency of the Navy; and to 
avolish it would be to cut it in two—to put it 
to death. If, however, evils did exist, let them 
be investigated by a committee, and let another 
plan be carefully prepared, if the present was 
found objectionable. ‘There was another reason 
for this attack upon the commissioners. ‘They 
were politically obnoxious to the dominant party, | 
though they had all three fought and bled for 
their country. If, however, they were to cut off 
appropriations because abuses existed in, or 
were charged against, the Departments for which 
they were made, they would have to sponge the 
whole out—ay, even those for the pay of Con- 
cress itself. He denied the truth of the charges 
against the Navy board; they were mere asser- 
tions. | 
Mr. PICKENS was indisposed to abolish this 
board without providing a substitute; and he re- 
cretted that the late period of the session would 
preclude the possibility of devising a proper plan. 
He was certainly opposed to the present system; | 
but this was the first time that he had ever heard 
an intimation of the political complexion of the | 
present commissioners. The great objection to 
it was the commingling of responsibility, by | 
which there existed none at all, and therefore he | 
preferred the bureau system. Mr. P. regretted 
that the gentleman from Massachusetts should 
have made any allusions to the geographical 
source from whence the motion first came. The | 
gentleman from Michigan, representing a frontier 
State, surrounded by inland seas, ought to feel | 
as much interest in the prosperity and efficiency 
of the Navy as any member on that floor. Mr. 
P. thought, upon the whole, the subject had bet- 
ter be laid over until the next Congress, when 
there would be more time to mature a better 
plan. 

Mr. POPE was disposed to sustain the amend- 
ment; but he concurred in the propriety of the 
last suggestion of Mr. Pickens. 

Mr. WISE said, from an experience of six | 
years on the Naval Committeein that House, he | 
was convineed that this board ought to be abol- | 
ished; for it was the chief cause of the inefficiency 
in Our naval service. He concurred in the opin- 
ion that they had better do nothing now, but call | 
upon the Secretary of the Navy to report a plan 
for the entire reorganization of the Navy Depart- | 
ment. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG gave notice that to-mor- | 
row and next day he should ask the House to 
we the consideration of the appropriation 
ills. 

The committee then rose and reported; and the | 
House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, February 15, 1839. 


The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
answer to a resolution of the Senate of the 12th in- | 
stant; which was laid on the table, and ordered | 
to be printed. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. DAVIS presented a remonstrance against || 
the passage of the bill repealing the duty on salt; |, 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be || 
printed. : i] 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial of citi- | 
zens of western New York, praying that wheat |. 
and other grain may be imported free of duty, for | 
the purpose of being manufactured into flour and |. 


¢Xported; which was referred to the Committee || 
on Commerce. | 
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Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, presented a memo- 
rial from citizens of New Orleans, praying redress 
for injuries committed by the Mexican Govern- 
ment, and protesting against the convention 
lately agreed to for arbitrating the differences be- 
tween the two Governments; which was referred 


| to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. ROANE presented a memorial from 
Thomas R. Saun; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. R. also presented a memorial from Wil- 
liam Hebb; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial of 
Charles Henry Hall, on the subject of the mag- 
netic telegraph; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, to which was referred the fol- 
lowing bills, reported the same without amend- 
ment: 

An act for the relief of Rosaline Prudhomme; 

An act for the relief of James Moor; 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of the late Robert Farmer, deceased; 

An act for the relief of James L. Stokes, and 
for other purposes; 

An act to authorize the trustees of the town- 
ship of Oxford, in the county of Butler, and State 
of Ohio, to enter a section of land in lieu of sec- 
tion sixteen, in said township, for the use of 
schools; and 

An act for the relief of Abraham Stipp. 

Also, the following with amendments: 

An act for the relief of William Moore; and 

An act for the relief of Philip Catlet. 

Also, an act for the relief of William B. Live- 
say, withoutamendment, and with a recommend- 
ation that it do not pass. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims, to which was referred an act 
for the relief of the heirs of Colonel Daniel Boone, 
reported the same without amendment, and with 
a recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. N., regretted that he was selected as the or- 


| gan of this report, as he was aware of the import- 


ance of the services of Colonel Boone, both in the 
Revolutionary and Indian wars; but his claims 
did not come within any of the rules which the 
committee had laid down for their government. 
If the Senate, in considering the report, should 
come to adifferent conclusion, he would, with 
pleasure, concur with them. 

Mr. N., from the same committee, reported the 


'act for the relief of James Maxwell, without 


amendment. 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions,to which was referred the bill 
for the relief of Ashbell Mason, reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred an act for the 
relie fof Joseph Pierce, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on the Ju- 


| diciary, to which was referred the bill for the re- 


lief of John Balch, jr., reported the same with 
amendments. 


Mr. WRIGHT asked, and obtained, leave to 


| withdraw dhe petition and papers of Frederick 
| Gebhardt. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee an 
Revolutionary Claims, to which was referred the 
bill for the relief of the heirs of Colonel Francis 
Vigo, reported the same without amendment. 

Ar. C , from the same committee, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of the heirs of Captain Henry Conway, 
and the petition of Betsey C. Shethar, only child 
of John Shethar, deceased, an officer of the Rev- 
olution; which was agreed to. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic lands, to which was referred the following 
bills, reported the same without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that they do not 
pass: 

An act for the relief of William Marbury; 

An act for the relief of Amelia Leach; and 

An act for the relief of Oliver Welch. 

Mr. P., from the same committee, reported an 
act for the rclief of Thomas Todd, without amend- 
ment, 
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Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred the following bills, 
reported the same without amendment: 

An act to alter and amend the organic law of 
the Territories of Wisconsin and lowa; 

Anact to define ard establish the eastern bound- 
ary line of the Territory of Iowa; 

An act to authorize the election or appointment 
of certain officers in the Territory of Iowa, and 
for other purposes; and 

An act to amend the act establishing the terri- 
torial government of Wisconsin. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred an act to approve and confirm 
an act of the Legislative Assembly of the Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin, creating certain banks, and 
for other purposes, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Finance; which was 
agreed to, 

Mr. W., from the same committee, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of the Legislative Council of the Ter 
ritory of Wisconsin, praying the alteration of 
the southern boundary line of said Territory, as 
there was not time at the present session prop- 
erly to investigate and decide on it; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. W. also, from the same cammittee, to 
which was referred the joint resolution request- 
ing the President to present to James Rumsey, 
jr-, a gold medal, reported the same’ without 
amendment, and with a recommendation that it 
do not pass. 

Also, to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the memorial of Somerville Pinck- 
ney; which was agreed to. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Librarian be directed to make out and 
to report to the Senate, at the commencement of the first 
session of the next Congress, a catalogue of all the laws 
and of all the legislative and exceutive journals and docu 
ments of the several States aud ‘Territories, now in the 
Library. 

Mr. A. said it was necessary to offer some re- 
marks explanatory of this resolution. Being upon 
the Library Committee, he felt it his duty to 
make some inquiry as to the contents of the 
library; and he was very much surprised to learn 
that the journals and decuments of the States 
and Territories of thts Union were not to be found 
there; and, indeed, but few complete sets of the 
laws of the States and Territories were there. 
In a conversation with the librarian, he be- 
lieved, he told him that, with the exception of 
the State of New York, there was no instance of 
a complete set of the public documents ef the 
Legislature of any State in the Union being in 
the library; and in the case of the State of New 
York, it only applied to a few years back. His 
object in submitting the resolution was to show 
the extent of the deficiency, in order to predicate 
on it a movement, at the next session, to supply 
this unaccountable defect in the national hbrary. 
It is a remarkable fact (said Mr. A.) that you 
ean lay your hand on all the proceedings of the 
English Parliament in our library, and yet you 
cannot find the journals and public documents 
complete of any State in the Union. In making 
this statement, his object was to disclose at the 
next session the extent of the deficiency, and 
upon that disclosure to predicate a demand to 
supply it. He believed that in most cases the 
journals of the State Legislatures might be found 
from the foundation of the State governments. 
It could not be a question with the members of 
the Senate as to the necessity of having these 
documents preserved to the national library. This 
was all he had to say in explanation of the reso- 
lution, which, from its nudity, might appear light 
and ridiculous. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


BILLS PASSED. 

The bill for the relief of Asa Armington and 
others; 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett; 

The bill to fix the compensation of the senior 
clerk in the Adjutant General’s office; 

The bill for the relief of the Nantucket Steam- 
boat Company; 

The bill for the relief of Elisha Eldridge; 

The bill for the relief of certain settlers on the 


: public lands, who were deprived of the benefits 
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of the act granting preémption rights, which was 
approved on the 19th of June, 1834; 

The bill authorizing the relinquishment of the 
sixteenth section granted for the use of schools, 
aud the entry of other lands in lieu thereof; 

The bill to authorize Peter Warner, of Indiana, 
to purchase a certain half-section of land; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Agnes 
Dundas; and 

The bill for the relief of Michael Ambrister, 
were severally read a third time and passed. 


OWNERS OF THE ALLEGHANY. 


The bill for the relief of the owners of the ship 
Alleghany, and their legal representatives, was 
taken up; and, after some remarks from Messrs. 
KING, CRITTENDEN, NILES, and HUB- 
BARD, laid on the table unul to-morrow. 


INTERFERENCE IN ELECTIONS. 


The special order, viz., the bill to prevent the 
interference of certain Federal officers in elections, 
being taken up, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked leave to withdraw 
the amendmentoffered to the bill some days since, 
and offered a substitute for the whole bill. 

Mr. PRESTON then addressed the Senate at 
length in defense of the bill, and in opposition to 
the report of the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ROANE followed Mr. Preston in oppo- 
sition to the bill, and in reply to the remarks of 
Mr. Rives. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
RIVES and ROANE; and, about eight o’clock, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 15, 1839. 


The SPEAKER announced the unfinished 
business of the morning hour to be the report of 
the select committee on the subject of the public 
lands—Mr. Harrison being entitled to the floor. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked him to give way to 
enable him to submit a motion to call upon the 
committees for reports. 

Mr. HARRISON declined, and went on to re- 
ply to Mr. Ropertson, and in defense of a reso- 
lution submitted by him in the select committee. 
Mr. H., in duseussing this subject, went behind 
the ground assumed by the former gentleman, and 
argued that it was entirely inconsistent with the 
Constitution for the Federal Government to hold 
lands within the limits of the States, and it was 
never the intention of the framers of that instru- 
ment that it should. 
the proceedings on the adoption of the Constitu- 
tion to prove tt, no new powers had been or could 
be given to the General Government over this 
subject. To show what was the understanding 
of Congress thereon, he cited a varicty of reso- 


Mr. ELMORE then asked for the yeas and 
nays; but they were not ordered. 

Mr. CUSHING suggested to Mr. Sniexps to 
include the calling upon committees for reports. 

Mr CAMBRELENG had hoped the Elouse 
would have gone on with the appropriation bills; 
and he moved to lay the motion on the table; 
which was agreed to—ayes 89, noes 62. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG reiterated the hope that 
the House would indulge him in going on with 
the public business, especially as there were so 
few days remaining of the session. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. C. moved a suspension of the rules, and 


called for the yeas and nays; which were or- 


dered. 


Mr.C. H. WILLIAMS moved to lay the mo- | 


tion on the table, but subsequently withdrew it. 
Mr. CHAMBERS remarked that there had 


| been no unnecessary delay in acting on the appro- 
| priation bills, and he thought they had better 


proceed with the numerous claims before them. 

The motion to suspend was agreed to—yeas 
126, nays 58; as follows: 

YEAS—Messre. Adams, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Aycrigg, Banks, Beers, Beirne, Bell. Bicknell, Biddle, Bird- 
sall, Bond, Borden, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, Joiin 
Calhoon, Cambreleng, John Campbell, Chaney, Cleveland, 
Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cranston, Cushing, 
Cushman, Davee, Deberry, De Graff, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Dunn, Edwards, Isaac Ficieher, Fry, Gallup, Giddings, 
James Graham, William Graham, Gray, Grennell, Griffin, 
Hall, Hammond, Hamer, Harri-on, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Hoffinan, Holt, Howard, William H. Hunter, Rob- 
ert M. T. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez 


|| Jackson, Joseph Johuson, William C. Jolinson, Nathanictl 
| Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, 
Lineoln, Logan, Loomis, Mallory, Marvin, James M. Ma- 


If this were so, and he cited | 


lutions upon it from 1780 down, and the com- | 


pacts with various States. Mr. H. spoke during 
the morning hour, and gave way to a call for the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. EH. submitted a motion to extend the morn- 
ing hour till one o’clock, (making it two hours,) 
from and after to-morrow. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said this was too im- 
portant a motion to be taken without the yeas 
and nays, for it would*block out for one hour 
every day all the business of the country. The 
yeas and nays were ordered on his request. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to lay the motion on the 
table, and demanded the yeas and nays; where- 
upon, 

Mr. HARRISON withdrew it. 

Mr. SHIELDS moved a suspension of the 
rules, setting apart this day for the consideration 
of private bills, in order to take up the bills on 
the Speaker’s table on their engrossment, and 
asked for the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

At the request of Mr. HAMER, Mr. S. in- 
cluded jomt resolutions, and at that of Mr. 
BRONSON, bills on their final passage. He then 
withdrew the call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CHAMBERS said he hoped the House 
would make no suspension of the rules, but allow 
the business to progress in its prescribed order. 

Mr. ELMORE inquired what the bills were, 
which were of such pressing necessity, that pri- 
vate claims must be set aside. 


The SPEAKER was not at liberty to respond, | 1839.” 


as the motion precluded all debate. 


son, Maxweil, MeKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham Me- 
Clellan, Miller, Moore, Samuel W. Morris, Noble, Noyes, 
Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Pennybacker, 
Pickens, Plumer, Pratt, Johan H. Prentiss, Putoam, Ran- 
dolph, Reed, Reily, Reneher, Rhett, Richardson, Robertson, 
Robinson, Sawyer, Sheffer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shep- 


lor, Spencer, Siratton, Swearingen, Taylor, Titus, Toucey, | 


Towns. Vanderveer, Webster, Weeks, Albert 8. White, 


y Vv esey sewis , lns, Jare # Tit- | 
John White, Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Jared W. Wil- | wat be put down. 


hams, Joseph L. Wiiliatas, Word, and Worthington—126. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, John W. Alien, Briggs, 
Willian B. Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, 
Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Corwin, Crabb, Crockett, 


| Darlington, Dennis, Etmore, Evans. Everett, Ewing, Fiil- 


| more, Rice Garland, Goode, Graves, Haley, Harper, Henry, 


Herod, Kennedy, Lyon, McKennan, Menefee, Morgan, 
Caivary Morris, Naylor, Pearce, Peck, Petrikin, Potts, Ser- 
geant S. Prentiss, Rariden, Ridgway, Saltonstall, Siields, 
Sibley, Slide, Snyder, Southgate, Stanly, Stuart, Stone, 


Taliaferro, Thompson, Toland, Turney, Underwood, Sher- 


rard Williams, Ciristopher I. Williams, and Yorke—58. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Comptroller of the Treasury, 
in compliance with an act of Congress, transmit- 
ting a statement of the balances standing upon 
the books, of the revenue which had remained 
unsettled by collectors of customs and others, 
which has been due more than three years prior 
to the 30th of September. 


Mr. HOFFMAN then rose, and said he under- | 


stood the Speaker had done him the honor to 


place him on the select committee of investiga- | 


tion raised on motion of Mr. Naytor, on Com- 
modore Elliott’s proceedings in the Mediterra- 
nean. He asked to be excused from serving on 
this committee, for the following reasons. It 


was known that one of his colleagues [Mr. Cur- | 


TIs] was serving on another (the defalcation) 


committee, and his other colleague [Mr. Cam- | 


BRELENG] was fully occupied in attending to the 


| public business as chairman of the Committee of 


Ways and Means. Tor Mr. H. to serve, would 
involve his entire absence from the sessions of 
the House, because a laborious examination of 


| persons and papers would have to be gone into; 


and hence the affairs of his constituents would 
be necessarily neglected, as they fell, for the rea- 
sons he had given above, almost entirely upon 
his shoulders. His duty to them, to himself, 


/and to the House, compelled hin to prefer this 
| request. 


} 


Mr. H. was excused by the House, and the 


| Chair directed tovfill the vacancy. 


CIVIL LIST BILL. 
On motion 
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Mr. Bronson to reduce the appropriation for the 
Navy Board one half, and to aboltsh the 
after the Ist of July next. 
Mr, POPE was entitled to the floor, and ho 


board 


addressed the House atgreat length. With refer. 


| sudden and great a change 


ence to the amendment, he said he had been at 
first inclined to vote for it, but, upon reflection 
he did not think they were prepared to effect go 
in one of the reat 
branches of the service. Ele was willing to pause 
till nextsession. Mr. P., however, said he hoped 
he should be excused for speaking on matters and 
things in general. His election came on in Ay. 
gust*next, and he wished to say something not 
only for the benefit of the House, but also of his 
constituents. Hie commenced by an “appeal to 
Mr. Apams to reperuse a document that came 
from Mr. A.’s own pen, one of the ablest pro. 
ductions that ever fell from an enlightened states. 
man, his work on our right to the fisheries, whey. 
ever he felt disposed again to discuss the right of 
petition. 

Mr. ADAMS rose to a question of order. He 
wished to know if the gentleman’s argument was 
relevant. He had no objection to it; on the con- 
trary, he hoped the gentleman would be allowed 
to proceed; but, then, Mr. A. hoped he would 
be indulged in an opportunity of replying, and 
not be garged with the question of irrelevancy, 

The CHAIRMAN ruled Mr. Pope to be out 
of order on this ground. 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved that he have leave to 
proceed, 

Mr. POPE assured the House he had no in- 
tention of discussing the question of abolition, 

Mr. ADAMS, disclaimed any objection on his 
part to the gentleman’s proceeding with his argu- 
ment; but as he had made a direct appeal to Mr, 
A., and had alluded to a matter upon which he 
should feel himself called upon to make a re- 
sponse, he wished the question of relevancy set- 
tled at once, so that, in his reply, Mr. A. might 


The House granted the leave asked withouta 
division. 
Mr. POPE again assured the House that he 


, should never discuss the question of abolition; 


and for the reason that he had no fears about it, 


for he never knew a man from New England em- 


. free. 


igrating to aslaveholding State ever to seta negro 
{Laughter.] Mr. P. was going on to nar- 
rate an anecdote connected with this subject, 
when he was called to order by the Chair. 

Mr. SLADE desired to know if the new prin- 


| ciple was about to be established in Committee of 


the Whole, that everything not direct to the sub- 


ject under consideration was out of order? 


The CHAIRMAN had made no such decision. 
Everything on the subject of the Navy, on ap- 
propriations and expenditures, &c., would be in 


order, but every one must sce that nothing on the 


' make charges without proof. 


of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the. 


House then resolved itself into the Committee | 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 


Banks in the chair,) and resumed the considera- 
tion of the ** bill making appropriations for the 


civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for | 


right of petition for the emancipation of slaves 
could be in order in discussing the bill to provide 
for the naval service. 

Mr. SLADE rose again, and made some allu- 
sion to Mr. Bexu’s remarks the other day on a 
similar point raised on Mr. Gippinas. 

Mr. BELL instantly called Mr. S. to order, 
and said the Chair was entirely correct in arrest- 
ing Mr. Pore’s remarks. Mr. B., however, 
moved that he have leave to proceed in order. 

This motion was again agreed to. 

Mr. POPE assured the committee he had no 
intention of transgressing the rules of order, and 
he refrained from further allusion to this topic. 

Mr. P. then referred to Mr. Murray’s speech, 
which he said he had read with great pleasure, 
designating it by far as the ablest defense ever 
made of the Administration, and expressed his 
admiration of the absence in it of all denunciation 
and calling of names. He advised his Whig 
friends to pursue an honest course, and never to 
Mr. P. then went 
into a gener! review of the leading principles of 
the last and present Administrations, to all of 
which he dissented, and cave his reasons at great 
length. Mr. P. advocated liberal expenditures, on 
the ground that heavy disbursements were bene- 
ficial to the poorer classes, &c. 
the land scheme of Mr. Cray, and contended that 
if the plan had gone into operation it would have 
prevented the redundancy in the Treasury which 


| that gentleman foresaw. He was understood also 
The question pending was on the motion of |! 


to advocate the American system of Mr. Cray; 


He approved of 


1839. 
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jor for the present. 


—. INGHAM said he had a few words to 


say to the amendment, which was, whether the 
appropriation to the Commissioners of the Navy 
Roard should be stricken out? The proposition, 
he contended, was one of an extraordinary char- 
acter, and goes totally to abolish that board, 
without even the inquiry whether that part of the 
gervice is prepared for such an event. The gen- 
emen making it, too, do not present any feasi- 
ile plan or proper provision for the derangement 
which will be consequent upon such change. 
The law by which that board was establistied 
was passed in the year 18]5, upon the pressing 
recommendations of very many distinguished 
oficers of the Navy, who had seen much service 
in the defense of their country, and who were 
possessed of great practical knowledge of the 
wants of that branch of the service. It was then 
urged as of pressing necessity. It was necessary 
then, as now, because the Secretary of the Navy 
was not possessed of that requisite practical 
knowledge of the wants and discipline of the 
Navy. ae 

Mr. I. then reviewed the organization of that 
department of the British service, and proved that 
it had, in such organization, two or three distinct 
hoards, whose actions undergo the supervision 
of the Secretary, and that they were subject to 
hiscontrol. The great experience of that Govern- 
ment found it necessary, having a proper regard 
to the character and interest of the Navy, that 
ech a board should be in operation. But the 
principal objection urged to abolish this board 
was, that gentlemen could not find where the 
responsibilities of that Department were vested. 
The law fixes the responsibility where it should 
be. This board has certain defined duties to per- 
form, subject to the supervision and control of 


theSecretary. He had never yet ascertained that | 


any gentleman was disappointed or found any 
difficulty in receiving information; and he had no 
doubt, if gentlemen would call upon this board, 
that they would promptly receive such as prop- 
erly pertains to the board, and so as to the Secre- 
tary. But the same argument of irresponsibility 
would, with equal plausibility, apply to every 
other Department of the Government. He would 
ask those who are in favor of such reorganization 


as would bring into operation a bureau system, | 
whether the same grounds of complaint could not, | 


with equal propriety, be alleged against it? and 
whether gentlemen would not then be placed in 
the same dilemma? He said it was impossible 
for this officer, on the instant, to give full and sat- 
isfactory answers to the various points of inquiry 
which devolves upon him as Secretary, many of 
which may involve a practical knowledge of the 
service. It could not be expected that his head 
was a storehouse; that he could, at a moment’s 
warning, give this practical information. So far 
as the responsibility is concerned, this board and 
the Secretary are jointly responsible, if they are 
not individually so, and therefore this charge must 
fallto the ground. But there is a division of this 
responsibility, as is found in every Department 


of the Government—even the Congress itself — | 
and heasked if gentlemen were prepared to abolish _ 


the whole in consequence ? 
_ Some of those who had spoken upon the sub- 
pe contended that, since the organization of the 
oard, the vessels have been badly constructed. 
lt was altogether matter of taste and skill. Mr. 
I. referred to the frigate United States built pre- 
vious to its organization. When that was built it 
was universally said that it was the worst sailer 
in the Navy; but it was subsequently proved that 


vessel, and after alterations in that respect, it 


proved to be the fastest sailer in the Navy. This | 


might be the case with many of the vessels con- 
structed under the supervision of this board. He 
said the House had been favored with much dec- 
lamation, but very little evidence. Mr. I. then 
referred to the charges made by Mr. Mauiory, 
that the.delay and tardy movements of the ex- 
ploring expedition was owing to the management 
of this board. He was 
responsibility of that delay had been changed from 
the Secretary, which had been so frequently 
charged against him heretofore. 

Mr. MALLORY was understood to say that 
charged the Secretary with the delay, and the 


lie 


pleased to find that the | 


_ board. He hoped the amendment would prevail, | 


| to themsclves. 


Navy Board with improper construction of the 
vessels. 

Mr. INGHAM said neither of them was cen- 
surable for delay, nor were the Navy Board for the 
bad construction of the vessels belonging to this 
expedition. They were built under the superin- 
tendence of Commodore Jones. He was appointed 
to that charge before a vessel was commenced, 
and had the entire management of the same. He 
trusted that this was the last charge about that 
expedition he should hear. ‘The Navy Board, he 
contended, had acted in all matters under the con- 
trol and general direction of the Secretary, and 
never proceeded without consulting him; and, so 
far as the charge that they had prevented the 
building of the steam vessels authorized by law 
being any ground for its abolition, it would also 
be good ground to abolish the,office of Secretary 
of the Navy; and he asked gentlemen if they were 
prepared to do that act? 

He said if the Navy Board should be charged 
with being incompetent men, that would be a 
legitimate cause of inquiry; or, if they had been 
negligent in duty, that would be good cause for 
inguiry; but the mode proposed by the amend- 
ment of the bill would not be the proper way to 
try them, because it goes to cut them off without 
such inquiry. His own opinion was, that the 
whole naval service should be reorganized, but 
the House could not strike off this branch with- 
out throwing the whole system into confusion. 


Mr. PETRIKIN thought, as to the propriety | 


of abolishing this board at this time, there might 
be some doubt, but as to a reorganization of the 
whole Department there could be but one opinion. 
This board, he contended, had been an incubus 
upon the naval service, and whenever any branch 
of it should impair the proper operation and use- 
fulness of the whole, it should be lopped off. It 
had become odious with the people, (for which 
there was, no doubt, good ground,) and with him 
that was proper cause for reorganization. He 
said that the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Apams,] who claimed to be the exclusive advo- 
cate and conservator of the Navy now, represents 
the people of the very State who, during the last 
war, declared that it was unbecoming a religious 
and moral people to rejoice at the success of our 
arms in that very branch of our service. 

Mr. P. then inquired why it was that the Naval 
Committee had made no report on the necessity 
of reorganizing the Navy Department, as they 
were instructed to do early in the session? 

Mr. INGHAM stated that no such resolution 
had been referred to that committee. 

Mr. PETRIKIN contended that the resolution 
instructing the committee to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of abolishing the Navy Board, neces- 
sarily involved the reorganization of the whole 
Department. Mr. P. detailed a number of ex- 
isting abuses in the naval service which required 


correction, most of which grew out of the incom- | 


petency and incapacity of this irresponsible 


if it had no other effect than that of telling these 
men that the public were not blind to their con- 
duct. 
as men, but only as a body. 

Mr. PARMENTER cited the case of the 
Charlestown navy-yard asa proof of this board. 
Before its establishment, that yard was a chaos 
of confusion and disorder; now it would compare 
with any in the world. Faults there might be; 
imperfections might exist; but these were rather 
owing to the crude organization of the board, than 
The law was wrong. They were 


| originally intended as advisers to the Secretary 


vy | of the Navy, whereas the whole control of the 
its bad sailing was owing to the trimming of the || 


Navy had been placed under their supervision, 
even to the making of contracts for supplies, for 
which they could not be supposed, from their pre- 
vious occupations, to be qualified. Mr. P. went 
on to review the sections of the law, and was un- 


derstood to oppose a total abolition of the board, | 


but to be in favor of some revision of the law. 


| He also made an argument against the bill to con- 
| struct a dry dock at New York. 


Mr. CRARY remarked that this discussion 
had, at least, rendered it evident that something 
was very wrong iu the organization of this Board 
of Navy Commissioners, and even the last gen- 


He disclaimed saying a word against them | 
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by means of drafting their own by-laws; in other 
words, they drafted their own regulations, and 
so drafted them as to place the whole power of 
the Navy Department in themselves. It was this 
of which he complained, and he felt assured that 
if that board was coatinued, they would ruin the 
Navy. He made no application to the men com- 
posing it, but to them as a body. Mr. C. then 
replied to the remarks of Mr. Apams yesterday, 
who made an explanation, that he did not mean 
to deny the right of Mr. C. to make the motion 
he did. ; 

Mr. BRONSON disclaimed, in submitting his 
amendment, anything like an insidious attempt to 
inflict a blow upon the Navy, as had been thrown 
out by the gentleman from Massachusetts, but 
the contrary. Of the politics of thasmembers of 
the board he had never heard a word, till it fell 
from the gentleman himself. He had no personal 
or political object in view; and, as a proof that it 
was not so considered by others, his motion had 
been advocated by gentlemen of the Opposition 
as well as of his own party. After ad 


vocating 


| his amendment for some time, he gave it as his 


opinion that an overwhelming majority of the 


| service and of the country, and at least two thirds 


tleman from Massachusetts had made it appear | 


that it had usurped all the powers belonging to | 


that branch of the Government. This they did 


of Congress, were in favor of abolishing this 
board, and if not done by the present Congress, 
it would be by their immediate successors. 

Mr. MERCER protested against the incon- 
gruity of introducing such a proposition as this 
in an ordinary appropriation bill, the provisions 
of which ought exclusively to be limited to the 
expenses of Government. Mr. M. was also op- 
posed to the proposed abolition of the board, 
though he admitted that many alterations were 
needed in the manner in which the Navy Depart- 
ment was conducted. As forthe bureau system, 
the President and Secretary could now establish 
it, by directing divisions of duty among the three 
commissioners, and all the personal responsibility 
would follow, for a bureau was nothing more 
than pens, ink, paper, and tape. . 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the committee rose 
and reported, 

And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Satunpay, February 16, 1839. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
Edward D. Tippet; whicl’ was referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. WALL presented the memorial of the 
trustees of the Presbyterian Church of Spring- 
field, in the State of New Jersey, asking com- 
pensation for the destruction of property duting 
the war of the Revolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the memorial of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Missouri, request- 
ing Congress to pass a law altering the present 
mode of issuing titles to land; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a memorial from the same, praying the 
establishment of a port of entry and custom- 
house at some point on the Missouri river, and 
allowing those who trade with Mexico by land 
the privilege of drawback and debenture. 

Mr. L. went into a number of interesting de- 
tails, showing the importance and former extent 
of the trade between this country and the Mexi- 
can provinces, and with the Indians of the Oregon 
Territory, and its comparative insignificance at 
present. The Hudson’s Bay Company, from 
their great facilities and advantages, were monop- 
olizing the whole Indian and Mexican trade, as 
they imported their goods free of duty; and they 
would soon obtain a dangerotis ascendency over 
the minds of the Indians. He said that if there 
| was not prompt action on the part of Congress 
on this subject, not only the trade with the Mexi- 
| can provinces would cease, but that the territory 
inhabited by these Indians would be wrested from 
us. Mr. L. said he had, some days since, intro- 
duced a bill for the occupation of the Oregon 
| territory, with a view to doing something on 
‘this subject, which he hoped the Senate would 
consider and act upon at an early day. 

Mr. L. also presented a memorial very numer- 
ously signed by the inhabitants of the counties 
of Benton, Rives, Polk, Cole, Morgan, and sev- 


‘' eral other counties, or parts of counties, in the 
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State of Missouri, asking Congress to pass a law 
to create a new land office, to be located either at 
Jefferson City, orat Versailles,in Morgan county. 

Mr. L. said that the memorialists represent 
that they are subjected to great inconvenience and 
expense, as well as loss of time, in traveling such 
great distances as they have to do at present, for 
the purpose of entering theirlands. He thought 
their request was a most reasonable one, and 
hoped that his friend from Arkansas, (Mr. Fut- 
Ton,| who is acting chairman of the Committee 
on Public Lands will take this subject under se- 
sious consideration, and reporta bill at the ear- 
liest possible period in hispower. Missouri was 
now the largest State in the Union, and he felt 
confident was the richestin natural resources; yet 
she had but six lartd offices, while her neighbor, 
lilinois, bad ten, though she was a much smaller 
State. The young and vigorous Illinois seemed 
to have been always regarded by Congress with 
a favorable eye; she gets donations of lands for 
canals, and to aid in the construction of her rail- 
roads; pays less revenue to the Post Office De- 
partment than Missouri, yet has double the 
amount of mail facilities; and has even threat- 
ened the General Government that if the national 
road is not made to Alton from Vandalia, it shall 
not be madeatall. Modestdetermination! He 
said the people of the free States are unceasing in 
their exertions to obtain what they desire, and 
present their memorials, petitions, &c., to Con- 
gress in the most business-like form, which 
makes them more successful in their applications 
than the slave States, who ask less, and do not 
take the same pains to present their memorials in 
an imposing form, 

Mr. ROANE presented a memorial of the 
Washington Building and Improvement Com- 
pany, asking for an act of incorporation; which 
was referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. KING presented a memorial from mas- 
ters and pilots of steamboats plying between Mo- 
bile and New Orleans, asking for the construc- 
tion of light-houses on that route; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial from 
T. H. Perkins, and numerous other persons, ask- 
ing that the spirit ration of the Navy may be dis- 
continued, 

Mr. W. thought this memorial merited atten- 
tion, as somewhat interesting to the maritime 
concerns of the country. It sets forth some facts 
well worthy of consideration; among others, that 
most of the cases of insubordination and mutiny 
on board of ships were clearly traceable to the 
daily use of stimulating drinks. It was not now, 
as formerly, when few of our merchantmen abol« 
ished their use on board; but far the greater por- 
tion of our vessels were navigated in that way, 
and, in consequence, there had been a great moral 
revolution in the character of our sailors, and that 
these benefits were extending themselves to the 
merchants in the shape of diminished insurances, 
the offices invariably preferring the risks where 
intoxicating liquors were not allowed. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
Thomas B. Parsons; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of the State of Maryland, praying an 
appropriation for the improvement of the harbor 
of Havre de Grace; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the following bills, 
reported the same without amendment, and with 
a recommendation that they do not pass: 

An act granting a pension to Reuben Murray; 
and 

An act for the relief of William A. Cudde- 
back. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, re 
ported without amendment the following bills: 

An act for the relief of Sibel Barnes; 

An act for the relief of Harvey Reynolds; and 

An act for the relief of Eliphalet Spafford. 

Mr. LYON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred a bill to 


amend an act confirming certain land claims in , 


= 
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the State of Michigan, made a report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred a bill to au- 
thorize payment to be made to certain Missouri 


volunteers, for services in the years 1829 and | 


1836, reported the same without amendment. 


Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to which | 
was referred the documents in relation to the | 


claim of Colonel A. H. Morgan, reported a bill 


for his relief; which was read, and ordered to a | 


second reading. 

Mr. Bb. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred an act for the relief of certain officers 
of the Florida militia, reported the same without 
amendment. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 


_ Revolutionary Claims, to which was referred the 


petition of the heirs of Preserved Clapp, asked to 


_be discharged from the further consideration of 


the subject; which was agreed to. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maine, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, to which was referred the 


| petition of Levi Folson, asked to be discharged 
| from the further consideration thereof; which 
| was agreed to. ‘ 


Mr. WALL, from the Committee on Military _ 


Affairs, to which was referred the following bills, 
reported the same without amendment: 
Anactauthorizing the settlement of theaccounts 
of the heirs of Captain Jesse Copeland; 
An act to amend an act entitled ** An act regu- 


| lating the pay and emoluments of brevet ofiicers,”’ 


| approved April 16, 1818; and 


An act for the relief of Captain John Vannettin 
and his company, for their services during the 
late war. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pub- 


| lic Lands, to which was referred an act for the 


relief of Stephen Marselis, reported the same 
without amendment. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. LINN said that some days since he gave | 


notice that he would ask leave of the Senate to 
introduce a bill granting to the Washington 
County and St.Genevieve Railroad Company (in- 
corporated by the Legislature of Missouri) the 
right of preémption to five hundred thousand acres 
of land to aid said company in the construction 
of their road. He now rose (he said) with the 
intention of asking that leave; but before the 


| question was taken, he begged leave to remark 


| try was interested, but more particularly the great | 
This road would be | 
connected with the Iron Mountain, the most re- | 


that this was a sabject in which the whole coun- 
valley of the Mississippi. 


markable, as well as the richest, deposit of iron 


ore in the whole world. He said that if the State | 
of Missouri and the General Government would | 


| lend only a slight assistance, the great mineral 


_ resources of Missouri would at once start into || 
active life, and the Great Valley, as well as the | 


country at large, would realize the full value of 
its existence, 


from England, with $500,000 worth of railroad 
iron for the State of Illinois. If Missouri is aided 


a little, she will, ina few years, make iron enough | 


for the consumption of the United States, and she 
can and will make iron cheaper and better than 
any country in the world. 


Mr. L. then, on leave, introduced a bill for the | 


benefit of the Washington County and St. Genc- 


| vieve Railroad Company; which was read twice, 
|, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. ALLE. submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to the Senate at the commencement of the first 


session of the next Congress, all facts and information rel- | 


ative to the execution of the thirteenth and fourteenth sec- 
tions of the “act to regulate the deposits of the public 
money,” approved 23d June, 1836, and particularly all facts 
and information in auswer to and touching the following 
questions, to wit: 

lL. What amount of money has been deposited with each 
State, under this act, and at what periods? 

2. In what banks, in each Statey was the money depos- 


| ited, and in what amounts, in each bank, at the time of the 


| consist, in each bank of each State, at the time of the | 


transier to the States? 
3. Of what description of funds, whether metal or bank 
notes; and if of both, in what proportions did the deposits 


transfer to the States? 
4. What was the description of funds received by each 


The Senate would remember that | 
a ship was lost at sea some time since on her way | 
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State; and if both metal and bank notes were rep,;, 
what were the proportions of each s0 received py... 
State ; and what was the depreciation, if any, of ty 
notes received by cach State, at the time of recep: ,, 

5. What investments or dispositions were made by , 
State of the deposit made with it; whether invested |, 
stocks, and if so, in what kind of stocks, and to we 
amount; whether applied to public works, orto State oe 
other institutions, and if so, to what kind of works or 7 
stitutions, and to what amount; whether loaned ou 
distributed, and if so, whether to institutions, to bodies «.. 
porate or otherwise, or to individuals, and to what kinds 5 
institutions, bodies, or class of individuals, and to wh. 
amount, and what were the circumstances and conditin,. 
of such investments, dispositions, loans, or distributinne> 

Resolved, That to the end of obtaining the inforjar, 
required by the foregoing resolution, the Secretary be di. 
rected to correspond. if necessary, with the proper authy; 
ities of the several States. a 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, submitted the follow. 
ing resolution; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of War be directed to sen 
to the Senate a copy of the recent report of Nathaniel Woe 
commissioned to investigate claims against the Miami [)’ 
dians, With a statement of the expenses of the COMMissing 
including all charges, to whom due or paid, and for what ser. 
vices, desiguating the charges made or allowed for mileage: 
and by whom charged ; the date of the appointment of th, 
commissioner and secretary, and at what time the commis. 
sion commenced and closed. 


MICHAEL AMBRISTER. 


The bill for the relief of Michael Ambrister was 
read the third time and passed. 


REPEAL OF SALT DUTY. 


The resolution accompanying the report of the 
Committee on Finance authorizing the printing 
ofa documentin relation to the salt tax, was taken 
up forconsideration; and, after some remarks from 
Messrs. CALHOUN, WRIGHT, DAVIS, and 
BENTON, its further consideration was post. 
poned until Monday next. 


INTERFERENCE IN ELECTIONS, 


The unfinished business, being the bill to pre- 
vent the interference of certain Federal officers in 


ions? 


| elections, was then taken up, and Mr.NORVELL 


addressed the Senate at length in opposition to 
the bill. 

Mr. CUTHBERT intimating a wish to address 
the Senate on the subject, the bill was informally 
passed over. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


To-day being set apart for the consideration of 
bills relating to the District of Columbia, 

The bill to incorporate Georgetown College, in 
the District of Columbia; 

The bill supplemental to the **Act granting cer- 
tain city lots to the corporation of the Columbian 
College for the purposes therein mentioned,” ap- 
proved July 14, 1532; 

The bill to extend the jurisdiction of the cor- 
poration of the city of Washington over the Po- 
tomac bridge, &c.; and , 

The joint resolution authorizing the opening of 
an alley and the execution of certain deeds in the 
city of Washington; 
were severally considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading. 

The bill to provide a free bridge across the east- 
ern branch of the river Potomac, in the city of 
Washington; and 

| ‘The bill to incorporate the Washington Man- 
ual Labor School and Male Orphan Asylum So- 
ciety of the City of Washington and District of 
Columbia; 

| were ordered to be laid on the table. ° 

|| The bill to incorporate the Washington Silk 

Company was advocated by Messrs. BAYARD, 


MERRICK, and LINN, and opposed by Messrs. 
ALLEN, BENTON, KING, SMITH of Con- 
necticut, and NILES; and, 

| On motion of Mr. NILES, the bill was indefi- 
|| nitely postponed—yeas 17% nays 13; as follows: 


|| YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, Clay 

|| of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, Lyon, Niles, Norvell, Roane, 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, White, Williams of Maine, 

|| Wright, and Youny—!7. ; 

'| NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Davis, Foster, King, Knight, 

|| Merrick, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggies, 

Smith of Indiava, and Tallmadge—13. 


On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


| 
} 
} 


i} 
i | 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, February 16, 1839. 


Mr. HARRISON resumed his remarks on the 
|| subject of the public lands, as brought before the 
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the following report from the select 


House by ; 
committee of twenty-six: 


Resolved, That the committee report to the House, and 
sok Jeave to be discharged from the further consideration 
we ye subject-matters referred to them, and that the Jour- 
of ‘af the committee be reported and published. | 
resolved, further, That the committee deem it inexpedi- 
ent to take further steps on the subject of the public lands 
tis session. i ’ 

The.pending question being on the amendment 
of Mr. RoBERTSON to strike outallafter the word 
«pesolved,’? and insert in lieu thereof a propo- 
ition for the semi-annual distribution of the pro- 
coeds of the sales of the public lands among the 
geveral States of the Union, in the ratio of their 
Federal numbers. P 

Mr. H. gave way, without concluding, for the 
orders of the day. é 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that his mo- 
tion to suspend the private orders for the public 
hysiness yesterday, included this day also; but 
he observed from the Journal and the papers that 
it was not SO understood, and therefore he should 
renew the motion this morning. 

Mr. BIDDLE had, however, first caught the 
Speaker’s eye, and he asked leave to presenta 
petition of a public nature, with a view to have it 
immediately referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr. ADAMS would ask permission to present 
no less than four hundred petitions of a public 
yature, With which .he had been charged, and, 
unless he could do so, he should object to others 
having a preference given to them. 

Mr. BIDDLE thereupon moved a suspension 
of the rules. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, inquired 
what the memorial was about. 

Mr. BIDDLE stated that it was a memorial 
from claimants on Mexico, setting forth the anx- 
iety they felt that the treaty of arbitration should 
have been suffered to fall through by that Repub- 
lic, and asking Congress to take the matter into 
is serious consideration. As only two weeks of 
the session remained, it was desirable that some 
prompt action should be had upon it? 

' The rales were suspended, ayes 107, noes not 
counted, the memorial received, and referred to 
tue Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. B. added to his previous statement that the 
petition referred to the fact that the President of 
the United States, in his anxiety to have this 
treaty ratified, sent a public vessel and a special 
messenger to Mexico; that the vessel had re- 
tuned, and they declare that the latest advices 
from that Republic add confirmation to their con- 
viction, that the treaty would not be ratified, as 
was predicted by the chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


On motion of Mr. EVERETT, the committees 
were called on for reports, and the Committee on 
the Publie Lands being first in order, 

Mr. CASEY rose, and said, that he had no re- 
port to make, but he was very desirous to submit 
aresolution of inquiry of considerable importance, 
both to his State and to the country. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Whereas, by the act of Congress regulating the deposit 
the public money in the State banks, approved June 23, 
indo, 1t was provided that at least one bank be selected m 
tach State or Territory, if any such existed willing to be 
euployed as a depository of the pubhie money ; and where- 
ts, there are two banks inthe State of [inois, both of them 
solvent and safe, neither of which is now employed as the 
depository ot the pablic money collected in said State ; and 
“tereas, the money so collected in HMlinots is deposited in 
tie State Bank of Missourt, to the manifest injury of the 
sard banks of Ilineis, and the people of the State; and 
Whereas, the Seerctary of the Treasury, under the provis- 
‘ons of the act of 1789, has selected many banks which 
would have been excluded from the benefits of the deposit 
act of 1836, as depositories of the public money, which said 
banks, in common with the banks of Tilinois, could not 
‘ave been selected as depositories of the public money 
lnder the provisions of the act of 1836: ‘Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury intorm this 
House at what time the Bank of the State of Missouri was | 
ade a deposit bank, and what amount of its own notes | 
‘tid bank had in circulation, and what amount of specie 
‘(had in its vaults on the 5th of July and on the 16th of | 
\ugust, 1837 ; also, thet he informa this House of the arnount 
“'hioney received for public lands in the State of Hlinois, || 
«id deposited in said bank, since it has been selected as 
ch depository. 

Resolved, That the said Secretary inform this House why 

ay not, under the act of Congress of 1789, select one 
* both Of the banks of Iinois as depositories of the pub- 


money collected in said State, sould it satisfactorily || 


‘wear thatthe said banks are solvent specie paying banks, || 
““e Would be safe depositories of the public money. i) 


Mr. EVERETT said it must be obvious, from 
the reading of that resolution, that it would elicit 
debate, and as it was more desirable that the 
committees should report, he must object to its 
reception at this time. 

Mr. CASEY being asked to postpone his re- 
quest till the other business was through, replied 
that he had been waiting for this opportunity for 
a week, and if he waived the present, he might 
never have another. 

As objection had been made, he must then 
make a motion he had never before made, in the 
seven sessions he had served in Congress; and 
he moved to suspend the rules, and demanded the 
yeas and nays; which, being ordered, were— 
yeas 92, nays 68. 

So the rules were not suspended, the motion 
requiring a majority of two thirds. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported without amendment Sen- 
ate bill for the relief of the assignees of Louis 
Baron De Ferret; which was ordered to a third 
reading. 

Mr. TOUCEY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported, without amendment, Senate 
bill for the relief of Jabez L. White and Asa 
White, and moved its third reading; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. CORWIN, from the same committee, re- 
ported, without amendment, Senate bill to prevent 
the counterfeiting of foreign coin; which was or- 
dered to a third reading. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, reported, with- 
out amendment, Senate bill to confirm certain 


claims for lands in the district between the Rio 


, Hondo and Sabine rivers. 
Also, Senate bill for the relief of Charles Mor- 


gan, of Louisiana. 

Also, with an amendment, Senate bill for the 
relief of Juan Belgar. 

Mr. CRABB, from the same committee, re- 
ported Senate bill, without amendment, for the 
relief of William Jones; which was ordered to a 
third reading. 

Mr. RARIDEN, from the same committee, re- 
ported, without amendment, Senate bill for the 
relief of Obed P. Lacy. 

Mr. EVERETT, trom the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported, with an amendment, Sen- 
ate bill sapplementary to the ** Act to provide for 
the reorganization of the department of Indian 
affairs,’? and the ** Act to regulate trade and in- 
tercourse with the Indian tribes,’’ approved June 
30. 1824. 

Mr. E. called up a resolution submitted by the 
same committee, calling for information in rela- 
tion to the negotiation of the several treaties with 
the Pottawatomie Indians; and it was considered 
and agreed to, 

Mr. PETRIKIN, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of the legal represent- 
atives of William Anderson, deceased. 

Mr BELL, from the same committee, reported 
without amendment Senate bill to authorize the 
appointment of three additional clerks in the office 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 


Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 


tionary Claims, reported Senate bill for the relief 
of Pierre Menard and others, with a recommend- 
ation that it do not pass. 

Also, a resolution to discharge that committee 
from the consideration of all the unfinished busi- 
ness before them; which was concurred in. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported, with an amendment, Senate bill 
for the relief of Captain Snodgrass and the com- 
pany of Alabama volunteers. 

Also, a bill making appropriations for the re- 
pairs and rebuilding of the walls of the forts in 
New York harbor. : 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, presented a supplementary report in 


| relation to the territory west of the Rocky Mount- 
| ains; and the same number of copies (ten thou- 
_ sand) were ordered to be printed as of the original | 


report. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, feported a bill for the relief 
of Anne Watson. 


Also, a bill for the relief of Henry Peyton. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, from the same 


commitiee, reported a bill granting a pension to 
James Boyle. 
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Mr. FRY, from the same committee, reported 
a bill granting a pension to Job Fox. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Tnva- 
lid Pensions, reported Senate bill for the relief of 
John Clark. 

Mr. PLUMER, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Burnett Burch. 

Mr. ALLAN, of Vermont, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill for the relief of John C. 
Wright. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Thomas Wilson. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Randolph Ciark. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill to authorize internal 
improvements, and to institute and continue cer- 
tain surveys, and for other purposes. 

Mr. FLETCHER, of Vermont, from the Com- 
mittee on Patents, reported a bill in addition to 
the actto promote the progress of the useful arts. 

Also, a bill for the reiief of John W. Vaughan 
and Oliver Perry. ; 

Mr. ADAMS, from the select joint committee 
on the Smithsonian bequest, reported two several 
bills, with the resolutions adopted in committee, 
and the proceedings as detailed in the journal of 
the committee. ‘The titles of the bills were as 
follows: 

A bill providing for the disposition and man- 
agement of the fund bequeathed to the United 
States, in trust, by James Smithson, of London, 
deceased, for the establishment of an institution 
for the increase and diffusion of knowledge among 
men, 

Mr. McKAY moved to call up the motion of 
Mr. Perrikin to print five thousand extra copies 
of the report of Mr. Hunrer, of Virginia, on the 


, best mode of collecting and keeping the public 


revenue. 

Mr. POPE, from the Joint Library Committee, 
to whom was referred the resolution of the House 
to inquire into the expediency of providing for 
the formation of new and accurate indexes to the 
whole series of journals, reports, and documents 
since the organization of our Government, pro- 
posed to be prepared by Thomas I, Gordon, re- 
ported the following joint resolution; which was 
read twice and committed: 

Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
if said compilation is prepared and published by the said 
Thomas F. Gordon, in the manner proposed -by him, and 
the sample annexed to the committee's report. that Con 


gress will take copies, provided the cost shall not ex- 
ceed —— dollars per copy. 





Also, the following joint resolution: 


Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of Amefica in Congress assembled, That 
the Clerk of this House be directed to subseribe for one 
copy of Niles’s National Register for each county clerk in 
every congressional district in those States in which clerks’ 
Offices are established, and one copy for every officer in 
those States in which said offices are not established whose 
duties approximate most closely to the duties of the clerks 
aforesaid, and also one copy of said Register foreach mein 
ber of Congress: Prorided, The editor of said Register will 
agree to publish in, or as a part of said work, under the di 
rection ot the Speaker of this House, the entire Journals of 
both Houses of Congress, with the yeas and nays, and all 
questions decided, and at the end of every session ali the 
laws passed and the treaties ratified thereat; and furnish 
the clerks and other officers aforesaid, and all whoare now 
subscribers, or may hereafier become subscribers to said 
Register, with one copy of said Jourual and laws respeet- 
ively without any addition to the subscription price. 

Resolved, That said subscription commence with and in 
clude the Journals and laws of the present Congress. 


The resolution having been read twice, Mr. P. 
moved its postponement tll to-morrow; but on 
motion of Mr. TOUCEY, it was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WORD, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, made unfavorable reports on the petitions 
of Samuel Norris, Frederick Longrain, and J.W. 
Perry. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, the Committee 
on Public Lands was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of certain citizens of 
Wisconsin, west of Mississippi river, praying for 
the erection of a penitentiary. 

Mr. RARIDEN, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, made an unfavorable report on 


| the petition of Jesse H. Willis. 


Mr. CRABB, from the same committee, made 
an unfavorable report on the petition of William 
Stringer. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Manu- 
factures, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of P. D. Annable and others, relative to the 


| duties on starch. 
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Mr. DEBERRY, from the Committee on Agri- 
culture, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of Professor J.B. Espy. _ “ 

Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported the following resolution; 
which was coneurred tn: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be discharged trom the further consideration of the several 
memorials, petitions, &e., which are now upon their table, 
and unacted on, and thatsaid committee have leave to place 
the same in the custody of the Clerk of the House. 
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| tions of McCrae and Wakefield, and G. W. San- 


i 
i 
i 


Mr. COLES, from the Committee on Military | 


Affairs, made unfavorable reports on the petition 
of the heirs of Brockell Baldwin, and the petition 
of Mary W. Thompson. 

Mr. M 


ceCLELLAN, of Tennessee, from the | 


same committee, made an unfavorable report on | 


the petition of Joseph Backleys. 
Mr. McKAY, from the same committee, made 


unfavorable reports on the petitions of E. D. | 


Peck, Henry Ward, and others, Major Sylvester 
Churchill, and John Delgam. 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON, the Committee 
on ‘Territories was discharged from the further 
consideration of a certain memorial of the Legis- 
lative Council of Florida. 


On motion of Mr. MORGAN, the Committee 


on Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from 
the further consideration of the petitions of Dor- 
othea B. Buckner, David Caiswell, Joanna Smith, 


Susan Patton, Catharine Hayward, Mary Wil- | 
liams, Phebe Smith, Margaret Steele, Joseph | 


Roberts, Abigail Allen, and Joseph Parker. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, from the Com- 
mittee on 


Revolutionary Pensions, made an | 


unfavorable report on the petition of Margaret | 


Arkins. 


On motion of Mr. FRY, the same committee 


was discharged from the petitions of John Croft, 
Barbara Forbes, and Calvin Goodno. 

Mr. BOND, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Alexander Williamson. 

On motion of Mr. TAYLOR, the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of Charles Lar- 


rabee, and the petitioner granted leave to with- | 


draw his papers. 
Also, made unfavorable reports onthe petitions 


of Richard B. Brumfieid and Captain Abraham |} 


N. Brevoort. 

On motion of Mr. STANLY, the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petitions of Joseph 
M. Rhea, John Aston, and William Scott. 

Mr. ALLAN, of Vermont, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, made unfavorable reports on 


the petitions of Francis Griffith, James Campbell, || 


and Daniel Fielding. 
On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, 


the same committee was discharged from the fur- | 


ther consideration of the petitions of Isaac Allen, 
Augustine Bradford, Martha Green, Joseph 
Brown, Joseph Rowler, Thomas Bronough, Eli- 


sha Deming, Thomas Baker, Moses Smith, Mer- | 


rill Pillbury, and David Morse. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Committee on 
Roads and Canals was discharged from the fur- | 
ther consideration of the memorial of inhabitants | 
of St. Augustine, Florida, praying a donation of | 
land to construct a railroad from St. Augustine 


to Picolata. 


On motion of Mr. MCKENNAN, the Com- | 


mittee on Roads and Canals was discharged from 
the further consideration of certain resoluvions 


of a public meeting held at Mineral Point, Wis- || 


consin, asking for a donation of land; and also | 


various memorials from the Wisconsin Legisla- | 


ture, 


On motion of Mr. FLETCHER, the Commit- | 


tee on Patents was discharged from the consid- 


eration of a resolution of the House asking an in- | 


quiry into the propriety of refunding to applicants 
for a reissue of patents the fees paid by the same. 
On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, the Commit- 


tee on Patents was discharged from the further || 


consideration of the petition of George Gray. 


On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, the Commit- | 


tee on Invalid Pensions was discharged from the 


further consideration of the petition of Major | 
Thomas Harrison; and the petitioners granted 


leave to withdraw the same. 


Mr. DARLINGTON, from the Gommittee on | 
Claims, made unfavorable reports on the peti- | 


ders. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


munication from the Secretary of the Navy, in 
obedience to a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 11th instant, transmitting copies 
of certain charges against Commodore J. D. 
Elliott, by Lieutenant Hunter, &c., &c. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, referred | 


to the select committee appointed to investigate 
charges against the Commodore. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 
On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 


went into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Banks in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the ‘bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penses of Government for the year 1839.”’ 


The pending question was on the motion of | 


Mr. BRONSON, to reduce the appropriation for 
compensation to the Board of Navy Commis- 
sioners one half, with a view to abolish the board 
on the Ist of July next. 


Mr. EVANS, who was entitled to the floor, de- | 


fended the character of the board, and expressed 


his surprise at this precipitate proposition to abol- | 


ish what had been considered as one of the most 


important Departments of the Government, with- | 


out a report from a committee, without a recom- 
mendation; nay, more, they were told the Secre- 
tary of the Navy desired to retain it. Were they, 
without any examination, scarcely with consid- 
eration, but upon mere vague rumor and news- 
paper paragraphs, to cut off this branch of the 
service ? 
able to the Navy commissioners, for they were 
merely subservient to the Secretary of the Navy; 
and upon him should the responsibility rest. He 


| denied that the bureau system would be more ef- | 
|, fective than the present board, or that it would 


produce a more direct responsibility. Mr. E, 
then went on to answer the charges brought 
against this board. 

Mr. MALLORY, in reply, said the gentleman 
had substantially proved the truth of every alle- 
gation made by Mr. M. and others; for, in the 
course. of his remarks, he had cited a number of 
documents which had escaped Mr. M., all, he 
found, going to substantiate them. Mr. M. then 
addressed the committee at considerable length in 
Opposition to the continuance of this board; and 


| gave the details of a plan he adverted to a day or 
two ago—the establishment of asystem of bu- 


reaus. 


Mr. JENIFER opposed the amendment with | 


much earnestness, though he pledged himself if 
it could be proven that this board was useless, 


and a better substitute were presented, he would || 
vote for it; but the proposed way of abolishing 
was insidious in its effect, ill timed, and ill placed. | 


Mr. KENNEDY then obtained the floor, but | 


gave way to 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, on whose motion the 
above bill was laid aside; and the committee took 
up and considered the bill to extend the time of 
issuing the balance of the Treasury notes author- 
ized by the bill of last session. 

The committe then rose, and reported the above 
bill without amendment; and it was ordered to be 
read a third time on Monday. 

Ou mouon, the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 18, 1839. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication in relation to the condition of the Bank 
of Mineral Point, in the Territory of Wisconsin; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a preamble and resolutions of the con- 
vention of delegates lately in session at St. Jo- 


 sephs, Florida, praying Congress to passa law 


to remedy certain evils connected with banking 
and other incorporations; which were ordered to 
be printed, and lie on the table. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. WALL presented documents showing the 
number of suits on the trial dockets of the circuit 
and district courts of the United States for the 
seventh circuit, during the last three years; which 
were ordered to be printed. 


The complaints made were not charge- | 





February 18, 








| Mr. RUGGLES presented a petition of a nun 
| ber of citizens of New York, praying the egia),. 
lishment of a fog bell in Long Island Soup, 
which was referred to the Committee on Cop, 
merce. 
Also, a petition of John Shaw, for the benef; 
of drawback on certain exported hemp; wij.; 
|| was referred to the Committee on Commerce. — 
Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of.Ira 4 
| Sabin, to be allowed a preémption right toa trae, 
of land, and a document showing the necegsj:, 
of an increase of clerks in the office of the gy. 
_veyor general of the district of Arkansas; whi.) 
| were severally referred to the Committee on Py). 
| lic Lands. 
Mr. LINN presented a petition of the hajy. 
| breeds of the Sac and Fox Indians, praying Co). 
gress to confirm a certain law of the Legislatiy, 
Council of the Territory of Wisconsin; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. FULTON presented certain resolutions of 
| the Legislature of the State of Arkansas, asking 
| the establishment of ports of entry at Little Rock 
| and Van Buren, in that State; which were referre, 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, resolutions of the General Assembly of 
Arkansas, in relation to the relinquish ment of the 
| sixteenth section adjoining Fort Smith, and to 

obtain the confirmation of titles to lands unde; 
| Spanish confirmations; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial of the 
Legislative Couneil of Florida, praying the pas. 
_ sage of a law authorizing the enrollment of volun. 

teers for the defense of the Territory; which were 
_ ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from a num- 


|, ber of citizens residing in the Rock river country, 


| in Illinois, for the establishment of a new land 


| 


| 
| 
| 


! office; which, after some remarks from Messrs, 
| YOUNG, CLAY of Alabama, and LINN, was 


| ordered to lie on the table. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


\| 

1 

| Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- 
| merce, to which was referred an act for the relief 
_ of Isaac Lilley, reported the same without ameni- 
| ment. 

| Also, an act for the relief of Samuel Hoffman, 
with an amendment. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred an act for the relief 
of the assignees of Jacob Clements, deceased, re- 
ported the same without amendment. 

Mr. ROBBINS, from the Committee on the part 
of the Senate acting jointly with the committee 
_ appointed on the part of the House, on the Smith- 
sonian bequest, submitted certain resolutions 
thereon; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. R., from the same committee, reported « 
bill providing for the disposition and management 
of the fund bequeathed to the United States, in 
, trust, by James Smithson, of London, for the es- 
| tablishment of an institution for the increase and 
|| diffusion of knowledge among men. j 
| Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
' fairs, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of Susan Gratiot, administratrix of Charles Gra- 
tiot, deceased, reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred an act to authorize 
_ the Secretary of the Navy to purchase a tract of 
land belonging to the heirs of John Harris, de- 
ceased, reported the same without amendment. 
| Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the 
| Public Lands, to which was referred the act for 
| the relief of Farish Carter and the heirs of Charles 
| Williams, deceased, reported the same without 
| amendment. 
|| On motion of Mr. PIERCE, the petition of the 
| widow of James B. Spafford, a revolutionary 
|| pensioner, was recommitted to the Committee on 
|, Pensions. : 

'| The report of the Committee on Revolutionary 
|| Claims adverse to the petition of Preserved Clapp, 
was considered and agreed to. 


BILLS PASSED. 

|| The following, having been engrossed, wet 
| 

| 





| 
| 
} 
| 


| severally read the third time, and passed: 

| The bill to incorporate Georgetown College," 
| the District of Columbia; . 
' ‘The bill supplemental to the “ act granting ce™ 
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The bill to extend the jurisdiction of the Cor- 
_ ration of the city of Washington over the Po- 
tomae bridge, &e.; and ie 7 

The joint resolution authorizing the opening of 
an alley and the execution of certain deeds in the 
city of Washington, 


MIRA ALEXANDER. 


The bill for the relief of Mira Alexander was 
read the second time; and on the question of its 
engrossment,after a discussion in which Messrs. 
CRITTENDEN, NILES, HUBBARD, MOR- 
Ris, CALHOUN, NORVELL, PIERCE, and 
WHITE participated, it was decided in the affirm- 
ative—yeas 18, nays 17; as follows: 

VYEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Ciayton, 
Critteuden, Fulton, Linn, Merrick, Norvell, Rives, Roane, 
Robbins, Robinson, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, Walker, 
White, Williams of Mississippi, and Young—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Ala- 
pana, Hubbard, King, Lyon, Morris, Mouton, Niles, Pierce, 
Prentiss, Simith of Connecticut, Strange, Wall, Williams 
of Maine, and Wright—17. 


RESOLUTIONS OF LOUISIANA. 


Mr. MOUTON said that before taking up the 
order of the day, he begged to be permitted to 
resent certain resolutions from the Legislature 
of the State of Louisiana, adverse to the inde- 
pendent Treasury system, and in favor of a na- 
tional bank. He had received these resolutions 
last evening by the express mail, and felt anxious 
to lay them before the Senate at the first oppor- 
tunity. These resolutions involved great and 
important principles of policy and coustitu- 
tional questions of vital interest to the country. 
He would not take up the time of the Senate in 
discussing their merits; this was a question alto- 
gether with him and the Legislature of Louisiana, 
and, differing with them, he intended to address 
them a letter giving his views. He moved that 
they might be read aud printed. 

The resolutions were then read, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The bill for the armed occupation and settle- 
ment of Florida, and the bill in addition to an act 
to promote the useful arts, were severally read a 
second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


SECURITY OF PUBLIC MONEY. 


The bill more effectually to secure public 
money in the hands of officers and agents of the 
Government, and to punish public defaulters, 
was taken up. 

The amendments submitted by the committee 
were considered and adopted. 

The question was then taken on the substitute 
offered by Mr. Rives; and after some remarks 
from Messrs. RIVES, WRIGHT, and CAL- | 
HOUN, the substitute was rejected—yeas 15, 
nays 27; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Davis, 
Kuigut, McKean, Merrick, Prentiss, Rives, Rugeles, Smith | 


wie Spence, Switt, Tallmadge, Webster, aud 
we—1L5. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, Kiag, Linn, 
Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, 
Robinson, Sevier, Sinith of Connecticut, Strange, Walker, 
Wall, Williams of Maine, Williams of Mississippi, Wright, 
and Young—27. ; 


The question then recurring on the engrossment 
of the bill, 

Afier some remarks from Messrs. CALHOUN | 
and TALLMADGE, the latter offered to amend 
the bill, by providing that when the coilectors | 
shall deposit the public money in any bank, they | 
shall deposit it to the credit of the Treasurer of | 
the United States. 

The question was taken on this amendment, 
and it was lost—yeas 20, nays 22; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, 
Davis, Knight, MeKean, Merrick, Nichoias, Prentiss, 
Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, 
oo Swift, Tallmadge, Webster, White, and Young— 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Clay | 
of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lyon, Morris, | 
Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Smith of Connec- | 
teut, Strange, Walker, Wall, Williams of Maine, Wilitams | 
ol Mississippi, and Wright—22. 


_ Mr. CLAY then moved that the Senate ad- 
Journ, which motion was decided in the negative. 
The question was then taken on ordering the | 


| 


poration of the Columbian || bill to be engrossed for a third readin 


g, and it 

was carried—yeas 26, nays 16; as follows: 
YERAS—Messrs. Alien, Benton, Brown Buchanan, Clay 

of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lyon, Mouton, 


| Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robiason, Sevier, 


Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Walker, Wall, Willinms 


| of Maine, Williams of Mississippi, Wright, and Young— 


2» 


awe 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, 
Davis, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Prentiss, Rives, Ruggles, 
Smith of Indiana, Spence, Swiit, Talimadge, Webster, and 
Wiite—16. 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 18, 1839. 
Mr. MALLORY asked leave to submit the 


following resolution: 


Resolved, That for the more effectual execution of the 
ministerial duties of the Navy Department, the Secretary 


| of the Navy be directed to report to this House, at the com- 
| mencement of the next Congress, a plan for the reorganiza 


tion of this branch of the public service, adopting as the 
basis of his plan the division of those duties now performed 
by the board of commissioners, and their assignment to sep- 


| arate bureaus. 


Objection being made, 
Mr. M. moved asuspension of the rules; which 


| was agreed to—ayes 106, noes 26; and the reso- 
lution being received, 


Mr. M. moved its present consideration; but, 

At the suggestion of Mr. EVANS, who inti- 
mated his intention to prepare some amendments 
to it, the resolution was laid over till to-morrow. 

Mr. INGHAM, on leave, from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, reported, without amendment, 
Senate bill to regulate the pay of masters in the 
Navy. 

Mr. PARMENTER asked leave to move to 
print the proceedings of the Democratic portion 
of the Massachusetts Legislature on the subject 
of an independent treasury; which was objected 
to. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 
This being petition day, 
Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested that all pcti- 


| tions on the subject of abolition be excluded. 


Mr. ADAMS said he had about four hundred 
petitions to present, about some of which there 
might be doubts as to whether they related to ab- 
olition or not; and how was the question to be 
decided ? 

The SPEAKER said the motion of Mr. C. was 
out of order. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved that those 
members who had petitions to present, deliver 
them at the Clerk’s table, and that they be entered 
on the Journal as though formally presented. By 
this course, nearly a whole day would be gained 
for the business of the House. 

Mr. PICKENS protested against establishing 
such a preeedent, for it was in violation of their 
rights and their respectability. 


Mr. TILLLNGHAST, Mr. LINCOLN, and | 
| Mr. ROBERTSON opposed the motion. 


The SPEAKER refe:red to the Journal of last 
session, when a similar order was adopted. 


Mr. ADAMS said that resolution was adopted || 


on the 2d of July, only five days before the ad- 
journment of Congress, 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS moved to suspend the 
rules to receive Mr. CaMBRELENG’s motion. 

Mr. CALHOUN, of Massachusetts, moved to 
lay that motion on the table. Lost. 

Mr. ADAMS then called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to suspend, but they were refused, 
and the motion was agreed to—ayes 108, noes 49. 

The following petitions were specially brought 
to the notice of the reporter: 

Mr. DOTY presented a statement of the condi- 
tion and standing of the Bank of Mineral Point, 
in Wisconsin, made by acommittee of the Legis- 
lative Assembly, which is as follows: 


“<The annexed is a statement of the condition ofthe Bank 
of Mineral Point, January 4, 1839, as taken from the report 
of the committee: 

Discounted bills ...000 ...secee ccscce covccs cece d0,048 58 

SECUuTIveS. ... cece ccscwcccccccccccccsesccess 14,495 40 

Contingent EXVENses....ccccesceeecseeseccsees 1,007 27 

Advances On lead......ccsccvccseecceseseceses 9,430 12 

Protit and 1008. oes scovee nsecee cocccnve ssesecee 77 Al 
Cash: 

United States Treasury notes.........$7,995 37 


|| Lilinoisy Missouri, and New York bank 


TOMES 00sec cecccesoce cede coecsecsoe hd gunn OO 


| Specie in bank .......c0ce0cscccesees 50,444 44 
{| Corporation NOtes......seeeeececceees 1,494 00 
HY CHER SOON. Si cine cecééguceese sessed Opeee er 


‘| Banking house and furniture... ........e esse. 
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, to the Committee on Public Lands. 


19] 


9.331 01 
Bank of Wisconsin ...... 0.000 se00 bosmeesuse 6860 68 
ranch of Iilinois State Bank at Galena........ 870 75 
Advances on public buildings..........- eveeees 908 12 


CVGIUIOIGS occ cece ccids cevecotcesdaeuesssescece GIGT & 


$ 173.45 62 


Se rs coe eves cess LUU,000 00 
Di-count received..... sttueeaana weonkenat 743 G4 
Circulation.......... Gave sdovas bese ccavetusese Sayete ee 
DOpPOsita..cccescescsesceseres sees cocvesee! 89,798 





$175,545 62 


The committee close the report as follows: 


** Prom a full and particular investigation of its books and 
funds, aud from the statements of its cashier, under oath, 
as well as from the general confidence of the community in 
which it is placed, your committee unhesitatingly express 
the belier uiat the Bank of Mineral Point is in a sound and 
safe condition.” 





Mr. D. also presented the petition of citizens 
of Wisconsin, to establish a post route from 
Southport to Foxville, and a post office at Utiea. 
Also, two petitions of inhabitants of Wisconsin, 
praying thata harbor may be constructed at Mil- 
waukee. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, presented the 
memorial of the Legislature of Alabama, asking 
an extension of the provisions of the preémption 
law of June, 1838, so as to include certain citi- 
zens who are equitably entitled, but not embraced 
by said act; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. Also, the petition of certain 
cilizens of Cherokee county, Alabama, also for 
an extension of the provisions of the preémption 
law, for the benefit of several classes of settiers 
who are equitably entitled; which was referred 
Also, the 
petition of certain citizens residing on the section 
of public land where it is supposed the Selma 
and ‘Tennessee ratlroad will terminate, at Gunter’s 
Landing, on the ‘Tennessee river, who are enti- 
tled to preémptions, giving their assent to an act 
of Congress granting the-said section to said rail- 
road company, and asking a right of preémption 
elsewhere in heu thereof, which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. Also, the peti- 
tion of Elisha Mouland, Robert J. Kennedy, and 
Madison E. Lewis, of Alabama, praying each a 
right of preémption in lieu of those of which they 
have been deprived; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. Also, the petition 


| of Charles Taylor, of Madison county, Alabama, 


for a right of preémption; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. Also, the peti- 
tion of Captain Matthew Gant, and Captain 
James Lamar, lately commanding companies in 


| the service of the United States, in the emigration 
| of the Cherokees, praying to have refunded money 
_ expended by them for provisions, &c., for their 


companies before they were mustered into ser- 
vice and furnished by the Government; which 


| was referred to the Committee on Military Af- 


fairs. Also, a memorial of the Legislature of Ala- 
bama, asking Congress to relinquish the Muscle 


‘| Shoal canal, on the Tennessee river, to said State; 


which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 


Mr. FLETCHER, of Vermont, presented sun- 


| dry resolutions of the inhabitants of Montpelier, 
| Washington county, State of Vermont, and its 


Vicinity, in convention assembled on the 17th of 
December, 1538, and adjourned to the 29th of the 
same month, upon the wanton and barbarous at- 
tack on the steamer Caroline, the neutrality law, 
and the difficulties on the Canadian frontiers, and 
moved that the same be committed to the Com- 


| mittee on Foreign Affairs, and be printed. Also, 
| the petition of Joseph Brown, praying for an in- 


crease of pension, and moved that the same be 


| referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


j 


———— 69,498 48 


Also, the petition of John Nelson ard numerous 
inhabitants of Ryegate, county of Caledonia, and 
State of Vermont, praying the abolition of sla- 
very in the District of Columbia, and in Florida 
the traffic in slaves, admission of States into the 
Union recognizing slavery, and the annexation 
of Texas to the Union. Also, the petition of 
Walter Harvey and numerous inhabitants of 
Barnet, same county and State, praying for the 
same objects. 

Mr. HALEY presented the petition of one hun- 
dred and sixteen citizens of New London, Con- 


| necticut, praying that no State be admitted into 


the Union whose constitution toleratcs slavery, 
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and to reject all applications or propositions for | 


the annexation of ‘Texas to the United States. 
Also, the petition of one handred and six citi- 
zens of New London, Connecticut, praying for 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia and in the Territory of Florida, and to pro- 
hibit the traffic in human beings in the States. 
Also, the petition of forty-eight citizens of Wind- 
ham county, in Connecticut, praying that Con- 
gress will notadmitany new State into the Union 
whose constitution admits slavery, and to reject 
all applications and propositions for the annex- 
ation of ‘I'exas to the United States. Also, the 
petition of a number of citizens of Pomfret, in 
Connecticut, praying for the immediate abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia and in the 
Territory of Florida, and to prohibit the traffic in 
human beings in the States. Also, the petition 
of Mrs. Amy Brown, praying for a pension in 
consequence of services rendered by her father, 
Nathaniel Adams, in the revolutionary war, and 
was slain in battle at Fort Griswold, in Connec- 
ticut, 

Mr. HARPER presented the petition of John 
Jamison and forty-two men, and Rebecca Jami- 
son and thirty-one women, of Nashua city, Ohio, 
remonstrating against the annexation of Texas. 
Also, the petition of John Jamison and thirty- 
three males, and Rebecca Jamison and thirty-one 
females, of Nashua city, Ohio, praying for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HENRY presented the petition of a num- 
ber of the citizens of Beaver county, Pennsylva- 
mia, for the establishment of a national armory at 
the falls of Beaver river, in said county; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. Also, the petition of a 
number of citizens of Mercer county, Pennsyl- 
vania, praying Congress to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia, the slave trade between the 
States, and to prohibit the admission of any new 
State into the Union the constitution of which 
tolerates slavery. Also, the petition of a number 
of the citizens of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, 
praying Congress to abolish slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and the Territories; also, the 
slave trade between the States, and to prohibit 
the admission of any new State into the Union 
the constitution of which tolerates slavery. 

Mr. GRAHAM, of Indiana, presented a peti- 
tion signed by George M. Proflit and one hun- 
dred and thirty-five others, members of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Indiana, also the Governor 
and Board of Internal Improvement of said State, 
(certified by the Secretary of State to be genuine, ) 
praying Congress to appoint competent engineers 
to examine the surveys made by the Jefferson- 
ville and New Albany Canal Company, and to 
grant such additional aid to said company as may 
be deemed proper to carry into effect the object 
of said company; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. Also, the petition 
of Isaac Dun and ninety-four others, citizens of 
States bordering on the Ohio river, praying Con- 
gress to appoint competent engineers to examine 
the surveys made by the Jeffersonville and New 
Albany Canal Company, and that such additional 
aid be granted by Congress as may be deemed 
proper: which was referred to the Committee on 
toads and Canals. Also, the petition of James 
Chambers and one hundred and twenty otlers, 
ciuzens of Washington county, Indiana, praying 
Congress to make certain grants to citizens of 
the United States who may make settlements and 
become permanent residents in the territory of 
the United States west of the Rocky Mountains 

Mr. DUNN presented the petition of John 
Erebank and forty-eight others, citizens of Indi- 
ana, praying for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. 


| 


| 12th of December, 1838. 


Mr. YELL introduced the following memori- || 


als, petitions, &c., from the Legislature of the 
State of Arkansas: asking the relinquishment of 
the sixteenth section in township eight north, 
range thirty-two west, for the benefit of the gar- 
rison at Fort Smith; for an appropriation for the 
Memphis road, and to make Little Rock and Van 
Buren ports of entry; and a petition from sundry 
citizens of Aikansas, praying the establishment 
of a mail route from Greenville to Manchester, 
in Clark county, Arkansas. 

Mr. HARRISON presented petitions and me- 
morials of the Legislature of Missouri, asking 


, one hundred and three other citizens of Cam- | 
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of the General Land Office, or the register of the 
land district, to furnish to each purchaser a copy 
of the field notes of the land purchased; a me- 
morial asking an appropriation to remove ob- 
structions at the mouth of the Des Moines river; 
a paper from Samuel Gladney, to accompany his 
petition for a preémption right; the petition of 
sundry citizens of Marion, Clark, and Lewis 
counties, praying the establishment of a post 
route therein mentioned, together with a remon- 
strance against the same by many other citizens 
of the same counties;)and the petition of Abner 


J. Adair, administrator of Wyatt Adkins, for re- | 


muneration for depredations committed by the 
Osage Indians. 

Mr. TAYLOR presented the petition of Levi 
Carr, of the town of Manlius, New York, for an 
invalid pension. Also, the petition of Asa Mer- 
rill and ten others, of the same town, and soldiers 
of the Revolution, praying for an increase of 
pension. 

Mr. JACKSON, of New York, presented a 
petition from sundry citizens of the port of Sag 
Harbor, asking for an appropriation to erect a 


light-house on Gardiner’s Island, Suffolk county, 
New York. 


Mr. BICKNELL presented a petition to es- | 


tablish a post road from Wampsville, in Madison 
county, New York, by Lenox Furnace, to Ca- 
wasselon creek; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAVEE presented the petitions of Cyrus 
Packard, and thirty-six others, of Blanchard, 
Maine; of John Shaw and eighty-five others, of 
Exeter, Maine; and of Nancy G. Norcross and 
three hundred and thirty-seven other women, of 
the city of Bangor, Maine, praying Congress not 
to admit any new State into the Union whose con- 
stitution tolerates slavery, and to reject all appli- 
cations for the annexation of Texas to the United 
States; and further pray that a select committee 
may be appointed before whom the petitioners 
may be heard in person or by counsel. Also, 
the petitions of Cyrus Packard and thirty-seven 
others, of Blanchard, Maine; of Susan K. Garn- 
sey and three hundred and sixty-seven other 
women, of the city of Bangor, Maine, praying 
that Congress would immediately abolish sla- 
very in the District of Columbia, and in the Ter- 


ritory of Florida, and to prohibit the traffic in | 


human beings between the several States; which 
petitions were severally laid upon the table under 
the order of the House of Representatives of the 


John Palmer and others, praying fora new mail 
route from Palmer’s Corner, in Cornville, to An- 
son village, Maine; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. PARMENTER presented sundry resolu- | 
tions adopted by one hundred and seventy mem- | 
bers of the two branches of the Massachusetts | 


Legislature, constituting nearly one third of that 
body, expresing their wishes that the Independ- 


ent Treasury bill should be passed into a law, || 
and declaring their confidence in the President of | 
the United States and the national Administration, | 
and approbation of their measures and policy; | 


which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. Mr. P. also presented 


the petition of Francis Tinker and two hundred | 


and four others, male and female adults of Ashby, 


in the State of Massachusetts, praying that all | 


orders of the House restricting the right of peti- 
tion on any subject may be rescinded. Also, the 
petition of Josiah Kendall and others, of Dan- 


stable, Massachusetts, for the same object; peti- | 


tion of Micajah Bowers and twelve others, of 


Chelmsford, Massachusetts, for the same object; | 
petition of Benjamin Spalding and thirty other | 
men, and Poliy F. P. Spalding and thirty-five | 
other women, of Chelmsford, Massachusetts, for | 
the same object; petition of Mary S. P. Hayward | 
and seventy-eight other women, of Ashby, for | 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum- | 
bia, and of the slave trade between the States of | 
the Union; petition of Elizabeth A. Moulton and | 
one hundred other women, of Marlboro’, for the 


same object; petition of Henry Wave, jr., and 


bridge, praying that all orders of the House re- 


| stricting the right of petition may be rescinded; 


petition of Lucy Gilmore and one hundred and 
thirty-two others, of Cambridge, for the same ob- 


Also, the petition of | 


February 18, 


| four men, and Lucy A. B. Brawner and forty. 
other women, for the same object, 

Mr. JOUNSON, of Louisiana, Presented the 
petition of T. J. Durant and James Pouzwr, o¢ 
Louisiana, soliciting a grant of land in the eaid 

| State, for the purpose of cultivating thereon the 
morus multicaulis, or Chinese mulberry tye, 
and raising silk worms, and manufacturiie si}\;’ 
_which was referred to the Committee on Agri. 
| culture. . 
| Mr. RIDGWAY presented a petition sienog 
by Slocum Hawland and twenty-five others, ro. 
spectable citizens of Cayuga county, New York. 
They respectfully pray the two branches of Cop. 
gress immediately to abolish slavery and the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia, and thase 
Territories where the same practice exists; and 
so to exercise their constitutional powers, vested 
in them, ‘* to regulate commerce among the slave 
States,’’ as entirely to prohibit the domestic slaye 
trade; which petition, under the order of the 
House of December 12, 1838, was laid on the 
table. Also, a petition signed by Slocum Haw. 
land and twenty-five other citizens, also from the 
_same section of New York State, who respect- 
| fully petition Congress not to admit any new 
States to this Union whose constitutions tolerate 
domestic slavery, and promptly to reject all pro- 
posals for the annexation of Texas to this Union, 
| from whatever source they may come. That 
part of the petiuon which relates to domestic 
slavery was laid on the table, under the rules of 
the House of December 12, 1838; and that part 
which relates to the annexation of Texas wag 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
Also, a petition signed by twenty females and 
| forty-three males, all of age, from Mount Gilead, 
| Marion county, Ohio. They respectfully ask the 
| two branches of Congress to exercise their consti- 
| tutional powers for the abolition of slavery in 
| the District of Columbia; which was laid on the 
table, under the rule of the House of December 
| 12, 1838. 
| Mr. EVERETT asked leave of the House to 
| offer a resolution; which was read to the House 
as follows: 
| Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to lay 
| before this House a statement of the proecedings of his De- 
partinent, in the execution of the first and second provis- 
ions of the 4th article of the treaty of the Ist November, 
1837, with the Winnebago Indians, and copies of all corre- 
spondence relating thereto; and, also, a statemeut ef any 
| information received relating to any speculation or alleged 
| misconduct of any person or persons employed in the exe- 
| ecution of the said provisions; and copies of all correspund- 
ence relating thereto. 
Objection being made to its reception at that 
time, 
.. Mr. E. moved a suspension of the rules to en- 
able him to do so; but the House refused. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 


The unfinished business of the morning hour 
was then resumed, being the report of the Select 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. HARRISON resumed and conclu ded his 
remarks in reply to Mr. ROBERTSON; when 
Mr. PARKER obtained the floor, but gave way 
'to Mr. CAMBRELENG, on whose motion the 
House proceeded to the orders of the day. 

Mr. ROBERTSON then submitted a motion 
that the above subject be referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
be made the special orderat half past one o’clock 
for to-morrow and next day. 

Objection being made, Mr. R. moved a susper- 
sion of the rules, and asked for the yeas and nays, 
stating that he should consider thisa test vote on 
the subject itself. s 

Mr. MURRAY said he should vote against 
suspending the rules, but that vote was not to 
be regarded as an expression of his opinion on 
the matter involved. 5 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted—yeas 62, nays 106. ; 

So the rules were not suspended, two thirds 
not voting in favor thereof. 


PAYMENT FOR HORSES LOST. 


Mr. TURNEY asked the House to take up 
and consider the bill to revive the act providing 
|| for the payment of horses lost in the Florida wat; 
‘| but at the suggestion of the Speaker waived it 
till sundry bills and joint-resolations from the 
|| Senate were taken up, read twice, and referred to 


fru 


the passage of a law requiring the Commissioner || ject; petition of Isaac H. Bowman and twenty- || their appropriate committees. 
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